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EVANGELICAL

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 15, 2026
8:00 AM

Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church
45 Worthington Mill Road
Richboro, PA 18954-1909

215-355-2529
Adventrichboro.org

Welcome Visitors! Discover God’s abundant grace and love.

We extend a cordial welcome to all who worship with us today. We give thanks that you are

here with us. Please sign our guest book and come back to worship with us again.
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Zoom Link for today’s service: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88978688226 Passcode: 309955

In the principal service of Christian worship, the Holy Spirit gathers people around the means of grace—the
saving Word of God and the sacraments. From the table of communion where Jesus Christ comes with
forgiveness, life, and salvation, God sends us out to share the good news and to care for those in need.

The basic pattern of this service—gathering, word, meal, sending—is a structure that allows for freedom and
flexibility in the ways worship may be shaped locally, while focusing on what the church holds in common. The
whole people of God are joined by the same gifts of grace, for the sake of the same mission of the gospel, into
the life of the one triune God.

Gathering '
Prelude (a time for silent meditation)

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness >

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins,
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name.

C: Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

! The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

2 0n the day of Christ’s resurrection, and at other times, God gathers us in Christian assembly. We confess our sin and hear God’s
word of forgiveness. We give thanks for God’s mercy in the gift of baptism.
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Gathering Hymn 3: “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”

LBW 448
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safe thus far, and  grace will lead me home.
por tion be as long as life en - dures.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.

C: And also with you.

3 Singing at the gathering may include hymns old and new; a prayer for God’s mercy to fill the church and the world; a canticle of
praise to God’s glory revealed in Jesus Christ.
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Kyrie
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Prayer of the Day *

P: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death
for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

4 During the gathering, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the name of the triune God. The presiding

minister gathers the assembly into prayer.
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Word °

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from being
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for |
have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it,
he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice to the
LorbD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for
me the one whom | name to you.” # Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem.
The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” ®He said,
“Peaceably. | have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6\When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the

LorD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because | have rejected him, for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” ® Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” '° Jesse made seven of
his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.”
" Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,
but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit
down until he comes here.” '>He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful
eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” > Then Samuel
took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the LORD
came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 23 (read responsively)

'The LORD is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.

2The LorRD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.

3You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

4Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

> God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. The word of God is proclaimed within and by the gathered assembly.
The first Bible reading, usually from the Old Testament, is followed by a psalm sung or spoken in response. The second reading,
usually from the New Testament letters, bears the witness of the early church. We acclaim the living Word, Jesus Christ, present in

the gospel reading. Preaching brings God’s word of law and gospel into our time and place to awaken and nourish faith.
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Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, °for the fruit
of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '° Try to find out what is pleasing to the
Lord. " Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. '2For it is shameful
even to mention what such people do secretly, '3but everything exposed by the light becomes
visible, 4 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel: John 9:1-41

Gospel Acclamation
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P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 9™ chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, o Lord.

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. ®As long as |
am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ® When he had said this, he spat on the ground and
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, " saying to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who
used to sit and beg?” ® Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like
him.” He kept saying, “| am he.” '°But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”
""He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to
Siloam and wash.” Then | went and washed and received my sight.” 2 They said to him, “Where is
he?” He said, “| do not know.”

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. * Now it was a Sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '® Then the Pharisees also began to ask him
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how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now
| see.” "®Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided.
7 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.”
He said, “He is a prophet.”

8 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight '®and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say
was born blind? How then does he now see?” 2° His parents answered, “We know that this is our
son and that he was born blind, 2" but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this
because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed
Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 22 Therefore his parents said, “He is of
age; ask him.”

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 2>He answered, “I do not know whether he is a
sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” 2 They said to him, “What did he
do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 2’ He answered them, “| have told you already, and you
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”
28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2° We know
that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 3° The
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened
my eyes. 3 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships
him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the
eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 3* They answered
him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in
the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may believe in him.” 37 Jesus
said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, | believe.”
And he worshiped him. 3° Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not
see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 4° Some of the Pharisees who were with
him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 4! Jesus said to them, “If you were
blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
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Sermon
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Hymn of the Day °: “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” LBW 327
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2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; sim-ply to thycross 1 cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,

could my zeal no res- pite know, could my tears for-ev - er flow,
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when [ soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin  the dou- ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.

all for sin could not a- tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.

foul, T to the {foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or [ die.

Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.

Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

® God’s word is further proclaimed as we sing and as we confess our faith with the whole church. After praying for the whole world,

we receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace.
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Prayer of the Church
Each petition ends with: Hear us, O God,
C: Your mercy is great.

Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

The Offering 7
Please leave your offering by scanning the QR code
or on our website: https://qiving.servantkeeper.com/adventrichboro

The Blessing of the Stewardship Commitment Cards

P:

Q0

C:

Friends in Christ,

Today we give thanks to God and we seek God'’s blessing
as we gather to bless these Stewardship Commitment Cards
to the praise and glory of God.

The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.

You made the whole earth for your glory; all creation praises you.

We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth, of things seen and unseen.

You stretched out the heavens like a tent; you divided the day from the night;

you appointed times and seasons for work and rest, for tearing down and building up.
You blessed your people through all generations and guided them in life and death:
Abraham and Sarah; Moses and Miriam; Isaiah and all the prophets;

Mary, mother of our Lord; Peter, James, John, and all the apostles;

and all the saints and witnesses in your church of ages past,

in whom your Spirit spoke and moved.

We give you thanks, O God,

as we dedicate these Stewardship Commitment Cards to your glory and praise.
Grant us faith to know your gracious purpose in all things,

give us joy in them, and lead us to the building up of your kingdom;

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.

7 A collection of material goods for the church’s mission, including the care of those in need, is a sign of the giving of our whole selves
in grateful response for all God’s gifts. The table is set with bread and wine.
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pres - ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
Offertory Prayer

P: Let us pray... Merciful Father,
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving
what you have first given us —
ourselves, our time, and our possessions,
signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him
who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sacrament @

The Great Thanksgiving °
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...stays (preface continues with words for the season and

concludes...) we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

8 God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

9 Before the Lord’s supper is shared, the presiding minister leads us into thanksgiving. With the whole creation, we join the angels’

song.
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us
Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the
poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly
food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all
honor and glory, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer '°

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

10 The grace of God’s gift is always proclaimed in Jesus’ own words of command and promise at the table. A full thanksgiving also
includes praise to God for creation and salvation; remembrance of the crucified and risen Christ; and prayer for the Holy Spirit in this
meal. The thanksgiving concludes with the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us.

Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church | Bulletin March 15, 2026 | 8:00 AM | 11



Invitation to Communion "

P: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Distribution

The body of Christ, given to you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C: Amen.

PAN\EZN
Q
AN

W 3

00
N\
N7

3%

" n Christ’s body and blood given to us, God forgives us and nourishes us for mission. It is traditional to sing as the bread is broken
and as the meal is shared. We ask God to send us in witness to the world.
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Post-Communion Canticle
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Prayer after Communion 2
Let us pray...
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen.

12 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. God’s mission includes the gifts of grace that we share in worship and take
also to the absent; now, we are sent to continue our participation in God’s mission. With the blessing of God, we go out to live as

Christ’s body in the world.
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Sending Hymn: “Blessed Assurance” WOV 699
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di - vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; [ in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
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This i1s my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Some content copyright by Augsburg Fortress and used by permission.

SundaysandSeasons.com License SB151685.
CCLI License:2665540

Contacting Pastor Matt
If you need to speak with Pastor Matt when he is not in the office,
particularly in the case of a pastoral emergency,
please feel free to call his cell at 215-859-3778
or email him at pastormattollikainen@gmail.com.
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OUR MISSION
+ To gather as God’s people and nurture one another
+ To know the Word of God
+ To grow in faith, love, and service
+ To go into the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ

SERVING OUR LORD IN WORSHIP TODAY

Pastor The Rev. Matthew E. Ollikainen
Music Director Michael Dettra
Lay Reader George Henry
Communion Assistant Janice Hoffmann
Fellowship Time Joanne Kelly

Altar Flowers
The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God.

Mission Support
Mission Support is dedicated to the Glory of God.

Worship Attendance for Sunday, March 8:
Total: 37 9:00 AM: 29 + 3 Sunday School: 5

Communion Reminder
The Worship and Music Committee would like to remind the congregation that those going forward to

the altar for communion have a few options. There is gluten-free bread in the small clear glass bowl,
and white grape juice for those who prefer. Just let the Pastor or assistant know your preference.

Praise Band and Vocal Choir Rehearsals
Rehearsals for both Praise Band and Vocal Choir are held on Wednesday evenings.
Praise Band: 5:30 PM - 6:15 PM
Vocal Choir: 6:15 PM - 7:00 PM
If you are interested in sharing your musical talents through Praise Band and/or Vocal
Choir, please contact Mike Dettra, Music Director.

Call for Worship Assistants
Advent needs volunteers to assist with worship services! Training is provided for those
interested in serving as Lay Reader, Communion Assistant, Acolyte or Greeter.
Volunteers can also assist behind the scenes with set up prior to services. Contact Kristi
Ward for more information: kward1411@yahoo.com or 215-284-2669.

Sunday School Assistants Needed

Our Sunday school program is presently in need of an assistant for each weekly class.
Our policy requires us to have two responsible persons to lead a class. At this time,
we have one experienced teacher who teaches every week.

In order to provide an assistant, a sign-up sheet is in the narthex for volunteers to offer
their help, one Sunday at a time. Volunteers require a background check. If you can help by serving
as an assistant to our teacher in Sunday School at 9:30 AM on one or more Sundays during the school
year, please sign an empty space. Thank you to those who have already volunteered!

-Jeanne Gryszka, Sunday School Director
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Dedications for Sunday Services
Payments for dedications may be made using the marked envelopes by the sign-up charts.
Please place payment in the offering plate or mail payment to the church at
45 Worthington Mill Road, Richboro, PA 18954.
Please write check to Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church
and write Altar Flowers or Mission Support in the memo line on your check.

Altar Flowers Chart

The Flower Chart to dedicate altar flowers
each Sunday is on the table in the
narthex. The cost is $25 per bouquet, and
you are welcome to take the flowers home
following the late service. You can also call
the church office to submit your mission
dedication: 215-355-2529

Mission Support
The Mission Support Chart is available for
sign up on the table in the narthex. Mission
Support Dedication donations benefit our
sister church, Iglesia Luterana Nueva
Creacion, which does vital work in North
Philadelphia. Dedication donations are $25.
You can also call the church office to submit

your mission dedication: 215-355-2529

Donations for Fellowship Time

Fellowship Time is held Sundays directly following the 9:30 AM service. The sign-up sheet to provide

refreshments for Fellowship Time is available in the narthex on the refreshment table. Advent supplies

hot beverages and paper products.

If you are looking for a way to assist with Fellowship Time but do not have the time or ability to bake
or shop for snacks, please consider donating a few dollars.

Prayer Chain

The Prayer Chain is a group of volunteers at Advent who pray every day, confidentially, for people
added to the Prayer Chain. Names are maintained for one month unless asked to be removed earlier.
To add names to the Prayer Chain:
+ Complete a Prayer Request Card found in the pews of the sanctuary. Please place completed
cards in the offering plate, or
+ Submit names by email directly to Linda Weaver at lindaweaver3@comcast.net.
If you would like to be a Prayer Chain volunteer, please contact Linda Weaver.

Drive-in & Drop-off Food Collection — Warminster Food Bank

If you have food for the Warminster Food Bank and the church is not open, just drive into the parking
lot and drop off the food inside the bench outside the front door. You may still bring food into the
church narthex during church and office hours. Check their website for the most current needs:
www.warminsterfoodbank.org. Thank you for helping our neighbors in need.

Recycling Can Tabs for Ronald McDonald House Charities
We are collecting can tabs to support the Ronald McDonald House Charities which help alleviate
some financial burdens for families along their child’s healthcare journey. Last year alone, they
helped families save $736 million in lodging and meal expenses.

Tabs can be placed in the marked containers in the narthex, on the shelf above the coat rack.
No cans, please — just tabs!
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Advent Easter Egg Hunt — Sunday, March 29
Volunteers & Donations Needed!

We are excited to celebrate Easter together with another joyful Easter Egg Hunt for our children and
families! This year’s egg hunt will be on Sunday, March 29th. Activities will begin at 10:45 AM and
the Egg Hunt will be at 11:00 AM.

To register your child, please fill out the following form: https://tinyurl.com/adventegghunt26.

To make this event run smoothly, we need the help of our wonderful church family.

We are looking for volunteers to help with:

o Set-Up Crew — help prepare tables, stations, and the hunt area %%’;ﬁ“%
o Craft Table — assist children with a simple Easter craft * L

o Coloring Table — help keep coloring activities organized and welcoming ° °

o Snack Table — help distribute snacks and keep the area tidy -~

« Game Table — run fun, age-appropriate games
« [Egg Stuffing — help stuff plastic eggs ahead of time
o Clean-Up Crew — assist with tearing down and cleaning up after the event

We are also accepting donations of individually wrapped chocolates and goodies to fill Easter
eggs. Your generosity helps make this event special for our kids!

If you’re able to volunteer or donate, please write your information on the sign-up sheet in the narthex,
or contact Christine Welsh at welsh0914@gmail.com or 267-566-6299. Thank you for serving and

supporting our church community this Easter! @

February Financial Report

Financial Report For February 2026

Rec'vd for February 2026  Budget for February 2026
General Fund $20,106.93 $19,805.00
Mortgage $1,790 $1,898.00
Bene. - Synod Only S165 $133
Other Benevolence $600
Total $22,661.93 $21,836.00

Rec'vd 1/1/26-2/28/26 Budget 1/1/26-2/28/26
General $23,497.86 $39,610.00
Mortgage $2,260.00 $3,796.00
Bene-Synod Only $205.00 $266.00
Other Benevolence $690.00
Total $26,652.86 $43,672.00
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Lenten Soup Supper and Prayer Service — “With Awe and Love”

Thursdays: February 26 to March 26
Advent will once again host the Thursday night Soup Supper and Prayer Service
during the season of Lent. Soup will be served at 6:00 PM, followed by the Lenten
Prayer Service, at 7:00 PM. The prayer service will also be available online via
Zoom. Please RSVP for the Soup Supper so we can have an approximate head
count. A response sheet and a sign-up sheet to provide soup, bread, and/or drinks
are on the round table in the narthex. You may also call the church office to respond
or sign up.

Lenten Prayer Service Zoom link: https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/89416052406  Passcode: Lent2026

Spaghetti Dinner
Saturday, March 21, 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Come to Advent for a delicious Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner hosted by the Strategic
Mission Team. The event will take place on the evening of Saturday, March 21, from
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM. Proceeds from the free will offering will go to benefit the
Warminster Food Bank. Suggested offering is $15 per adult and $5 for children 12
and under. To go meals will be available.

Easter Lilies — Sign up by March 29
The sign-up sheet to place lilies on the altar for Easter Sunday is on the table in the narthex.
Cost is $15 per plant. You may also contact the office via phone or email with your request.
Make checks payable to Advent Lutheran and write “Easter Lilies” in the memo line of the
check. Please mail payment to Advent at 45 Worthington Mill Road, Richboro, PA 18954 or
use a Flowers envelope available in the narthex by the sign-up sheet and drop it into the
collection plate.

o
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LENTEN and HOLY WEEK SERVICES — DATES AND TIMES
Passion Sunday — March 29, 8:00 AM & 9:30 AM

Maundy Thursday — April 2, 7:00 PM
Good Friday Tenebrae Service — April 3, 7:00 PM

Easter Sunday — April 5, 8:00 AM & 9:30 AM
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THIS WEEK AT ADVENT

SUNDAY, March 15
Fourth Sunday in Lent
8:00 AM Traditional Service with Holy Communion
9:30 AM Contemporary Service with Holy Communion
Sunday School: Children age 4 to grade 6
10:30 AM  Fellowship Time: Joanne Kelly
10:45 AM  Adult Bible Study in the Parlor with George Henry

MONDAY, March 16
7:30 PM A.A. Open Meeting

TUESDAY, March 17
6:30 PM Ping Pong

WEDNESDAY, March 18
5:30 PM Praise Band Practice
6:15 PM Vocal Choir Practice

THURSDAY, March 19
6:00 PM Lenten Soup Supper
7:00 PM Lenten Prayer Service, With Love & Awe

FRIDAY, March 20
11:00 AM  Holland Village Communion Service
7:30 PM A.A. Step Meeting

SATURDAY, March 21 :

First Day of Spring

5:00 PM to Spaghetti Dinner & Congregational Asset Mapping
7:00 PM

SUNDAY, March 22
Fifth Sunday in Lent
8:00 AM Traditional Service with Holy Communion
9:30 AM Contemporary Service with Holy Communion
Sunday School: Children age 4 to grade 6
10:30 AM  Fellowship Time: Open
10:45 AM  Adult Bible Study in the Parlor with George Henry
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	Welcome Visitors! Discover God’s abundant grace and love.
	First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
	Word of God, Word of Life.
	C: Thanks be to God.
	Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
	   “Sleeper, awake!     Rise from the dead,      and Christ will shine on you.”
	Word of God, Word of Life.

