ADVENT

EVANGELICAL

Transfiguration
Sunday, February 15, 2026
o 9:30 AM

Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church
45 Worthington Mill Road
Richboro, PA 18954-1909

215-355-2529
www.adventrichboro.org

Welcome Visitors! Discover God’s abundant grace and love.

We extend a cordial welcome to all who worship with us today. We give thanks that you are
here with us. Please sign our guest book and come back to worship with us again.
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In the principal service of Christian worship, the Holy Spirit gathers people around the means of grace—the
saving Word of God and the sacraments. From the table of communion where Jesus Christ comes with
forgiveness, life, and salvation, God sends us out to share the good news and to care for those in need.

The basic pattern of this service—gathering, word, meal, sending—is a structure that allows for freedom and
flexibility in the ways worship may be shaped locally, while focusing on what the church holds in common. The
whole people of God are joined by the same gifts of grace, for the sake of the same mission of the gospel, into
the life of the one triune God.

We Gather in Jesus’ Name ’
Prelude (a time for silent meditation)

Announcements

Confessions and Forgiveness ?

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.

C: Amen.

P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Mighty God, lover of justice
C: you call us to life in community,
but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,
but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face.
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

P: The former things have passed away,
and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails,
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in *+ Jesus’ name.
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

C: Amen.

! The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
2 0n the day of Christ’s resurrection, and at other times, God gathers us in Christian assembly. We confess our sin and hear God’s

word of forgiveness. We give thanks for God’s mercy in the gift of baptism.
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Gathering Song *: “Shine, Jesus, Shine” WOV 651

Refrain 1 Lord, the light of your love is shining
Shine, Jesus, shine In the midst of the darkness, shining
Fill this land with the Father's glory Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us
Blaze, Spirit, blaze Set us free by the truth you now bring us
Set our hearts on fire Shine on me, shine on me Refrain
Flow, river, flow
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 2 As we gaze on your kingly brightness
Send forth your word So our faces display your likeness
Lord, and let there be light Ever changing from glory to glory

Mirrored here may our lives tell your story
Shine on me, shine on me Refrain

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day *

P: O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness
of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you
foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us
to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Children’s Sermon

The Reading of God’s Word °

First Reading: Exodus 24:12-18

2 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; | will give you the tablets
of stone, with the law and the commandment, which | have written for their instruction.” ' So Moses
set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto the mountain of God. ' To the elders he
had said, “Wait here for us, until we come back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever
has a dispute may go to them.”

S Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. '® The glory of the
LoRD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to
Moses out of the cloud. " Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on

3 Singing at the gathering may include hymns old and new; a prayer for God’s mercy to fill the church and the world; a canticle of
praise to God’s glory revealed in Jesus Christ.
4 During the gathering, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the name of the triune God. The presiding
minister gathers the assembly into prayer.
> God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. The word of God is proclaimed within and by the gathered assembly.
The first Bible reading, usually from the Old Testament, is followed by a psalm sung or spoken in response. The second reading,
usually from the New Testament letters, bears the witness of the early church. We acclaim the living Word, Jesus Christ, present in
the gospel reading. Preaching brings God’s word of law and gospel into our time and place to awaken and nourish faith.
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the top of the mountain in the sight of the Israelites. '® Moses entered the cloud and went up on the
mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.
Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 2 (read responsively)

"Why are the nations in an uproar?
Why do the peoples mutter empty threats?

2Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together,
against the LORD and against the LORD’s anointed?

3“Let us break their yoke,” they say;
“let us cast off their bonds from us.”

4God whose throne is in heaven is laughing;
the LORD holds them in derision.

5Then in wrath God speaks to them,
and in rage fills them with terror.

6«As for me, | have anointed my king
upon Zion, my holy mountain.”

"Let me announce the decree of the LORD,
who said to me, “You are my son; this day have | begotten you.

8 Ask of me, and | will give you the nations for your inheritance
and the ends of the earth for your possession.

9You shall crush them with an iron rod
and shatter them like a piece of pottery.”

0 And now, you kings, be wise;
be warned, you rulers of the earth.

1 Submit to the LORD with fear,
and with trembling bow in worship;

2]lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath.
Happy are all who take refuge in God!

Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21
6We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of

our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. ' For he received honor and
glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This
is my Son, my Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.” ' We ourselves heard this voice come from
heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain.

19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

20First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own
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interpretation, 2! because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the
Holy Spirit spoke from God.

Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 17t chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9

1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high
mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun,
and his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking
with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, | will set up three
tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” > While he was still speaking, suddenly a
bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with
him | am well pleased; listen to him!” ® When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were
overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And
when they raised their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until
after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of Praise °: “One Thing Remains”

1 Higher than the mountains that | face It never runs out on me
Stronger than the power of the grave Your love never fails
Constant through the trial and the change It never gives up
One thing remains, yes, one thing remains It never runs out on me

Your Love

Refrain
Your love never fails 2 On andon, and on, and on it goes
It never gives up It overwhelms and satisfies my soul
It never runs out on me And | never, ever, have to be afraid
Your love never fails One thing remains, one thing remains
It never gives up Refrain

¢ God’s word is further proclaimed as we sing and as we confess our faith with the whole church. After praying
for the whole world, we receive and extend to one another the gift of Christ’s peace.
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Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with: Merciful God,
C: Receive our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

The Offering 7
Please leave your offering by scanning the QR code
or on our website: https://qiving.servantkeeper.com/adventrichboro

Offering Prayer

P: Letus pray...

C: God of majesty,
no eye has seen, no ear has heard
what you have prepared for those who love you,
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered
to feed us with the reign of God come near,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

7 A collection of material goods for the church’s mission, including the care of those in need, is a sign of the
giving of our whole selves in grateful response for all God’s gifts. The table is set with bread and wine.
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Sacrament @

The Great Thanksgiving °
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to
us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to
the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly
food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all
honor and glory, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer °

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.

8 God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

° Before the Lord’s supper is shared, the presiding minister leads us into thanksgiving. With the whole creation,
we join the angels’ song.

0 The grace of God’s gift is always proclaimed in Jesus’ own words of command and promise at the table. A full
thanksgiving also includes praise to God for creation and salvation; remembrance of the crucified and risen
Christ; and prayer for the Holy Spirit in this meal. The thanksgiving concludes with the prayer our Lord Jesus
taught us.
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Invitation to Communion
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

Come to the table; taste and see.

Distribution "
The body of Christ, given to you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Prayer after Communion 2
Let us pray...
Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart.
Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen.

In Christ’s body and blood given to us, God forgives us and nourishes us for mission. It is traditional to sing as
the bread is broken and as the meal is shared. We ask God to send us in witness to the world.

2 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. God’s mission includes the gifts of grace that we share
in worship and take also to the absent; now, we are sent to continue our participation in God’s mission. With

the blessing of God, we go out to live as Christ’s body in the world.
Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church | Bulletin February 15,2026 | 9:30 AM | 8



Sending Hymn: “We Are Marching in the Light of God” WOV 650
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Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...
Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
C: Thanks be to God.
Some content copyright by Augsburg Fortress and used by permission.

SundaysandSeasons.com License SB151685. CCLI License: 2665540
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OUR MISSION
+ To gather as God’s people and nurture one another
+ To know the Word of God
+ To grow in faith, love, and service
+ To go into the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ

SERVING OUR LORD IN WORSHIP TODAY

Pastor The Rev. Matthew E. Ollikainen
Music Director Michael Dettra
Lay Reader John Flint
Communion Assistant Joyce Heiss
Fellowship Time George Henry

Altar Flowers
The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God.

Mission Support
Mission Support is dedicated to the Glory of God.

Worship Attendance for Sunday, February 8: Total: 57
8:00 AM: 12+3 9:30 AM: 31+3 Sunday School: 8

Communion Reminder
The Worship and Music Committee would like to remind the congregation that those going forward to

the altar for communion have a few options. There is gluten-free bread in the small clear glass bowl,
and white grape juice for those who prefer. Just let the Pastor or assistant know your preference.

Praise Band and Vocal Choir Rehearsals
Rehearsals for both Praise Band and Vocal Choir are held on Wednesday evenings.
Praise Band: 5:30 PM - 6:15 PM
Vocal Choir: 6:15 PM - 7:00 PM
If you are interested in sharing your musical talents through Praise Band and/or Vocal
Choir, please contact Mike Dettra, Music Director.

Call for Worship Assistants
Advent needs volunteers to assist with worship services! Training is provided for those
interested in serving as Lay Reader, Communion Assistant, Acolyte or Greeter.
Volunteers can also assist behind the scenes with set up prior to services. Contact Kristi
Ward for more information: kward1411@yahoo.com or 215-284-2669.

Sunday School Assistants Needed
Our Sunday school program is presently in need of an assistant for each weekly class.
Our policy requires us to have two responsible persons to lead a class. At this time,
we have one experienced teacher who teaches every week.
In order to provide an assistant, a sign-up sheet is in the narthex for volunteers to offer
their help, one Sunday at a time. Volunteers require a background check. If you can help by serving
as an assistant to our teacher in Sunday School at 9:30 AM on one or more Sundays during the school
year, please sign an empty space. Thank you to those who have already volunteered!

-Jeanne Gryszka, Sunday School Director
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Dedications for Sunday Services
Payments for dedications may be made using the marked envelopes by the sign-up charts.
Please place payment in the offering plate or mail payment to the church at
45 Worthington Mill Road, Richboro, PA 18954.
Please write check to Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church
and write Altar Flowers or Mission Support in the memo line on your check.

Altar Flowers Chart

The Flower Chart to dedicate altar flowers
each Sunday is on the table in the
narthex. The cost is $25 per bouquet, and
you are welcome to take the flowers home
following the late service. You can also call
the church office to submit your mission
dedication: 215-355-2529

Mission Support
The Mission Support Chart is available for
sign up on the table in the narthex. Mission
Support Dedication donations benefit our
sister church, Iglesia Luterana Nueva
Creacion, which does vital work in North
Philadelphia. Dedication donations are $25.
You can also call the church office to submit

your mission dedication: 215-355-2529

Donations for Fellowship Time
Fellowship Time is held Sundays directly following the 9:30 AM service. The sign-up sheet to provide
refreshments for Fellowship Time is available in the narthex on the refreshment table. Advent supplies
hot beverages and paper products.
If you are looking for a way to assist with Fellowship Time but do not have the time or ability to bake
or shop for snacks, please consider donating a few dollars.

Prayer Chain

The Prayer Chain is a group of volunteers at Advent who pray every day, confidentially, for people
added to the Prayer Chain. Names are maintained for one month unless asked to be removed earlier.
To add names to the Prayer Chain:
# Complete a Prayer Request Card found in the pews of the sanctuary. Please place completed
cards in the offering plate, or
+ Submit names by email directly to Linda Weaver at lindaweaver3@comcast.net.
If you would like to be a Prayer Chain volunteer, please contact Linda Weaver.

Drive-in & Drop-off Food Collection — Warminster Food Bank
If you have food for the Warminster Food Bank and the church is not open, just drive into the parking
lot and drop off the food inside the bench outside the front door. You may still bring food into the church
narthex during church and office hours. Check their website for the most current needs:
www.warminsterfoodbank.org. Thank you for helping our neighbors in need.
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Advent Easter Egg Hunt — Sunday, March 29
Volunteers & Donations Needed!

We are excited to celebrate Easter together with another joyful Easter Egg Hunt for our children and
families! This year’s egg hunt will be on Sunday, March 29th. Activities will begin at 10:45 AM and the
Egg Hunt will be at 11:00 AM.

To register your child, please fill out the following form: https://tinyurl.com/adventegghunt26.

To make this event run smoothly, we need the help of our wonderful church family.

We are looking for volunteers to help with:

« Set-Up Crew - help prepare tables, stations, and the hunt area %%%%‘L%
o Craft Table — assist children with a simple Easter craft *® L

o Coloring Table — help keep coloring activities organized and welcoming ° °

« Snack Table — help distribute snacks and keep the area tidy =

« Game Table — run fun, age-appropriate games
o [Egg Stuffing — help stuff plastic eggs ahead of time
o Clean-Up Crew — assist with tearing down and cleaning up after the event

We are also accepting donations of individually wrapped chocolates and goodies to fill Easter
eggs. Your generosity helps make this event special for our kids!

If you’re able to volunteer or donate, please write your information on the sign-up sheet in the narthex,
or contact Christine Welsh at welsh0914@gmail.com or 267-566-6299. Thank you for serving and
supporting our church community this Easter! @

January Financial Report

Financial Report For January 2026

Rec'vd for January 2026 Budget for January 2026
General Fund $3,390.93 $19,805.00
Mortgage $470 $1,898.00
Bene. - Synod Only S40 $133
Other Benevolence $90
Total $3,990.93 $21,836.00

Recv'd YTD 1/1/-12/31/25 Budget YTD 1/1-12/31/25
General Fund $152,204.08 $223,307.00
Mortgage $17,189.00 $22,776.00
Bene. - Synod Only $1,864.00 $1,600.00
Other Benevolence $7,161.00
Memorial $2,495.00
Web Upgrade $450.00
Total $181,363.08 $247,683.00
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Ash Wednesday — February 18
Advent will have two Ash Wednesday services, at 12:00 PM and 7:00 PM.
Services will be available in-person and online.
Zoom link for 12:00 PM service: https://us02web.zoom.us/|/89754608960 Passcode: 461812
Zoom link for 7:00 PM service: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86534163707 Passcode: 098122

Single Worship Service and Annual Congregational Meeting — Next Sunday, February 22
The annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 22, following a single worship
service at 9:00 AM. The service and meeting will be held both in-person and available online via Zoom.
More details, including the Zoom link information, will be available in the coming weeks.

Lenten Soup Supper and Prayer Service — “With Awe and Love”
Thursdays: February 26 to March 26
Advent will once again host the Thursday night Soup Supper and Prayer Service, beginning on
February 26. Soup will be served at 6:00 PM, followed by the Lenten Prayer Service, at 7:00 PM. The
prayer service will also be available online via Zoom. Please RSVP for the Soup Supper so we can
have an approximate head count. A response sheet and a sign-up sheet to provide soup, bread, and/or
drinks are on the round table in the narthex. You may also call the church office to respond or sign up.
Lenten Prayer Service Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89416052406 Passcode: Lent2026

The Leidy Microscopical Society 50t Annual Micromount Symposium at Advent
Friday, March 13, 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM and Saturday, March 14, 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM
Interested in rocks and minerals? You may want to check this out!

Speakers, silent auctions, give-away tables, and more!

Visitor's Fees: $5.00 for Friday, $10.00 for Saturday — includes lunch.
Table space for two days: $35.00 for %% table; $45.00 for full 6-foot table.
Questions: Email donmcalarnen@outlook.com Phone: 610-247-5097
Make check payable to: The Leidy Microscopical Society
Mail check to: Don McAlarnen, 916 Senator Road, East Norriton, PA 19403, or pay when you attend.
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8:00 AM
9:30 AM

10:30 AM

10:45 AM

7:30 PM

6:30 PM

12:00 PM
7:00 PM

7:30 PM

9:00 AM

10:00 AM

THIS WEEK AT ADVENT

SUNDAY, February 15
Transfiguration

Traditional Service with Holy Communion
Contemporary Service with Holy Communion
Sunday School: Children age 4 to grade 6

Fellowship Time: George Henry

Adult Bible Study in the Parlor with George Henry

MONDAY, February 16
A.A. Open Meeting

TUESDAY, February 17
Ping Pong

WEDNESDAY, February 18
Ash Wednesday
No Band or Choir Rehearsals
Ash Wednesday service
Ash Wednesday service

THURSDAY, February 19
No Zoom Bible Study
until after Easter

FRIDAY, February 20
A.A. Step Meeting

SUNDAY, February 22
First Sunday in Lent

Single Worship Service with Holy Communion
Sunday School: Children age 4 to grade 6

Annual Congregational Meeting
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