ADVENT

EVANGELICAL

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 12, 2025
8:00 AM and 9:30 AM

Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church
45 Worthington Mill Road
Richboro, PA 18954-1909

215-355-2529
Adventrichboro.org

Welcome Visitors! Discover god’s abundant grace and love.

We extend a cordial welcome to all who worship with us today. We give thanks that you are

here with us. Please sign our guest book and come back to worship with us again.
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We Gather in Jesus’ Name
Prelude (a time for silent meditation)
Announcements
Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy.
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they differ
from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather than
trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where
else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the
worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, * the bread of life, you are
shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

Amen.
Gathering Hymn: “We Plow the Fields and Scatter” LBW 362
1 We plow the fields and scatter 2 He only is the maker
the good seed on the land, of all things near and far;
but it is fed and watered he paints the wayside flower,
by God’s almighty hand. he lights the evening star.
He sends the snow in winter, The winds and waves obey him;
the warmth to swell the grain, by him the birds are fed.
the breezes and the sunshine, Much more to us, his children,
and soft refreshing rain. he gives our daily bread. Refrain
Refrain 3 We thank you, our creator,
All good gifts around us for all things bright and good,
are sent from heav’n above. the seedtime and the harvest,
Then thank the Lord, oh, thank the Lord our life, our health, our food.
for all his love. No gifts have we to offer

for all your love imparts,
but what you most would treasure--
our humble, thankful hearts. Refrain

Text: Matthias Claudius, 1740-1815; tr. Jane M. Campbell, 1817-1878, alt.
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Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray...

Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all creation. Keep us safe from all that
may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and spirit, we may with grateful hearts accomplish all that
you would have us do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

The Reading of God’s Word

First Reading: 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15¢c
"Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with his
master, because by him the LORD had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior,
suffered from leprosy. 2Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive
from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman'’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only my lord
were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.”

"When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am | God, to give death
or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is
trying to pick a quarrel with me.”

8 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a
message to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn
that there is a prophet in Israel.” ° So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and halted at the
entrance of Elisha’s house. '°Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan
seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” ' But Naaman became
angry and went away, saying, “l thought that for me he would surely come out and stand and call
on the name of the LORD his God and would wave his hand over the spot and cure the leprosy!
12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could
| not wash in them and be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. '3But his servants
approached and said to him, “Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult,
would you not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”
4 So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the
man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.

15a,b,¢ Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and stood before
him and said, “Now | know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 111
"Hallelujah! | will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
2Great are your works, O Lord,
pondered by all who delight in them.
3 Majesty and splendor mark your deeds,
and your righteousness endures forever.
4You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.
5>You give food to those who fear you,
remembering forever your covenant.
6You have shown your people the power of your works
in giving them the lands of the nations.
"The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
all of your precepts are sure.
8 They stand fast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.
9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;
holy and awesome is your name.
0 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures forever.

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-15

8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel, °for
which | suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God is
not chained. '° Therefore | endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain
the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. "' The saying is sure:

If we have died with him, we will also live with him;

12if we endure, we will also reign with him;

if we deny him, he will also deny us;

13if we are faithless, he remains faithful—

for he cannot deny himself.
4 Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to avoid wrangling over words,
which does no good but only ruins those who are listening. > Do your best to present yourself to
God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the
word of truth.

Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Gospel: Luke 17:11-19

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 17t chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

"On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee.
12 As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, '3they called out,
saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” *When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. '® Then one of them, when he
saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. ' He prostrated himself at
Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. ' Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made
clean? But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to
God except this foreigner?” ° Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has
made you well.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: “Bind Us Together” WOV 748

Chorus

Bind us together Lord

Bind us together with cords
That cannot be broken
Bind us together Lord

Bind us together Lord

Bind us together with love

There is only one God
There is only one King
There is only one body
That is why we can sing
Chorus

Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church

2 Made for the glory of God
Purchased by His precious Son
Born with the right to be clean
For Jesus the vict'ry has won
Chorus

3 You are the fam’ly of God
You are the promise divine
You are God's chosen desire
You are the glorious new wine
Chorus
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Apostle’s Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe In the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with: God of grace.
C: Receive our prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

The Offering
Please leave your offering on our website: https://secure.myvanco.com/YJ34/home
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Thanksgiving for the Word

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.

For your Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water

on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.

For your Word of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through

the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love.

For your Word of life, O God,
C: we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and
deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who
call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory forever.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
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Sending

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” LBW 543
N
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Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a - tion!
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
Praise to  the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de-fend  you;
Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a-dore him!
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my soul, praise him, for  he is your health and sal - va - tion!
and as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at-tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore  him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that is mneed - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al -might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain.
0] .
)" A | | I [ |
© 1 J . 4 13 ]
J & L4 -
join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Some content copyright by Augsburg Fortress and used by permission.
SundaysandSeasons.com License SB151685.
CCLI License:2665540
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OUR MISSION
+ To gather as God’s people and nurture one another

+ To know the Word of God
+ To grow in faith, love, and service
+ To go into the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ

SERVING OUR LORD IN WORSHIP TODAY

Worship Leader George Henry
Music Director Michael Dettra
Lay Reader 8:00 AM service David Elkin
Lay Reader 9:30 AM service John Flint
Communion Assistant N/A
Fellowship Time Open

Altar Flowers
The Altar Flowers are dedicated by John Flint in honor of Vicki and
John Flint’'s 661" wedding anniversary.

Mission Support
Mission Support is dedicated to the Glory of God.

Last Sunday’s Worship Attendance
Sunday, October 5 Total: 47
8:00 AM: 10+4 9:30 AM: 26+2 Sunday School: 5

Contacting Pastor Matt
If you need to speak with Pastor Matt when he is not in the office,
particularly in the case of a pastoral emergency,
please feel free to call his cell at 215-859-3778
or email him at pastor@adventrichboro.org.
If he is not available to take your call, leave a message and he will contact you.

Pastor Matt will be on vacation Friday, October 10 to Sunday, October 12.
Please contact Pastor Bo Bannister at 765-426-0500 in case of a pastoral emergency.

God Sightings — Individuals and their Spiritual Gifts
Please take the time to reflect on how God is seen in your life through actions
and/or spiritual gifts that you or someone in your life has done. On the paper chain
link (available in the narthex), please identify the person (if applicable) and the
action/spiritual gift through which God is being seen. For example, “Grandmom
taught me how to bake a pie.” The person who is displaying God should be
underlined and the action or spiritual gift should be underlined twice.

Call for Worship Assistants
Advent needs volunteers to assist with worship services! Training is provided for those interested in
serving as Lay Reader, Communion Assistant, Acolyte or Greeter. Volunteers can also assist behind
the scenes with set up prior to services. Contact Kristi Ward for more information:
kward1411@yahoo.com or 215-284-2669.
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Thursday Night Bible Study via Zoom —most Thursdays except the 15' Thursday of each month
Thursday Night Bible Study now offers you an opportunity to "Stump the Pastor!" Submit your scripture-
related questions via email to adventlutheranrichboro@gmail.com with "Stump the Pastor" in the
subject line OR handwrite your questions on the Stump the Pastor slips located in a basket on the
round table in the narthex. George Henry will tabulate the questions and select those to be answered
each week during the Zoom Bible Study.

A weekly commitment is not needed! Come virtually with your Bible or just listen and follow along as
your schedule allows. Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82089110140

Dedications for Sunday Services
Payments for dedications may be made using the marked envelopes by the sign-up charts.
Please place payment in the offering plate or mail payment to the church at
45 Worthington Mill Road, Richboro, PA 18954.
Please write check to Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church
and write Altar Flowers or Mission Support in the memo line on your check.
2025 Altar Flowers Chart 2025 Mission Support
The 2025 Flower Chart to dedicate altar The 2025 Mission Support Chart is available

flowers each Sunday is on the table in the
narthex. The cost is $25 per bouquet, and
you are welcome to take the flowers home
following the late service. You can also call
the church office to submit your mission
dedication: 215-355-2529

for sign up on the table in the narthex. Mission
Support Dedication donations benefit our
sister church, Iglesia Luterana Nueva
Creacion, which does vital work in North
Philadelphia. Dedication donations are $25.
You can also call the church office to submit

your mission dedication: 215-355-2529

Prayer Chain
The Prayer Chain is a group of volunteers at Advent who pray every day, confidentially, for
people added to the Prayer Chain. Names are maintained for one month unless asked to be
removed earlier. To add names to the Prayer Chain:
# Complete a Prayer Request Card found in the pews of the sanctuary. Please place
completed cards in the offering plate, or

+ Submit names by email directly to Linda Weaver at lindaweaver3@comcast.net.

If you would like to be a Prayer Chain volunteer, please contact Linda Weaver.

Praise Band and Vocal Choir Rehearsals
Rehearsals for both Praise Band and Vocal Choir are held on Wednesday evenings.
7 VS Praise Band: 5:30 PM — 6:15 PM
Vocal Choir: 6:15 PM - 7:00 PM
If you are interested in sharing your musical talents through Praise Band and/or
Vocal Choir, please contact Mike Dettra, Music Director.

Donations for Fellowship Time
Fellowship Time is held Sundays directly following the 9:30 AM service. The sign-up sheet to
provide refreshments for Fellowship Time is available in the narthex on the refreshment table.
Advent supplies hot beverages and paper products.
If you are looking for a way to assist with Fellowship Time but do not have the time or ability to
bake or shop for snacks, please consider donating a few dollars.
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Sunday School Assistants Needed

Our Sunday school program is presently in need of an assistant for each weekly
class. Our policy requires us to have two responsible persons lead a class. At
this time, we have one experienced teacher who teaches every week.

In order to provide an assistant, a sign-up sheet is in the narthex for volunteers
to offer their help, one Sunday at a time. Volunteers require a background
check. If you can help by serving as an assistant to our teacher in Sunday School at 9:30 AM
on one or more Sundays during the school year, please sign an empty space. Thank you to
those who have already volunteered! -Jeanne Gryszka, Sunday School Director

Our Daily Bread

The regular and large print editions of Our Daily Bread devotional are available in
the narthex at Advent. Please note that the large print edition and the reqular edition
. are on different print schedules and cover different months. The devotionals are
Our Daily Bread . — . .
winsies also available digitally. Go to www.odbm.org for more information.
If you have any questions or need assistance accessing the devotionals digitally, please contact
the church office at 215-355-2529 or adventlutheranrichboro@gmail.com.

Drive-in & Drop-off Food Collection — Warminster Food Bank
If you have food for the Warminster Food Bank and the church is not open, just drive into the
parking lot and drop off the food inside the bench outside the front door. You may still bring food
into the church narthex during church and office hours. Check their website for the most current
needs: www.warminsterfoodbank.org. Thank you for helping our neighbors in need.

Recycling Can Tabs for Ronald McDonald House Charities
We are collecting can tabs to support the Ronald McDonald House Charities which help alleviate
some financial burdens for families along their child’s healthcare journey. Last year alone, they
helped families save $736 million in lodging and meal expenses. Tabs can be placed in the
marked containers in the narthex, on the shelf above the coat rack. No cans, please — just tabs!

September Financial Report
Financial Report For September 2025

Rec'vd for Sept 2025 Budget for Sept 2025
General Fund 510,440.93 518,609.00
Mortgage 51,210 51,B08.00
Bene. - Synod Only 560 5133
Other Benevolence 5310
Memaorial 52,075
Web Upgrade
Total 51400593 520,640.00
Recv'd YTD 1/1/-8/30/25  Budget YTD 1/1-8/30/25
General Fund 5102,042.21 5167 ,481.00
Mortgage 513,051.00 517,082.00
Bene. - Synod Only 5692.00 51,187.00
Other Benevolence 54 471.00
Memaorial 52,075.00
Web Upgrade 5450.00
Total 5122.781.21 5185,760.00
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

NEW! Caring for Friends — Meal Assembly: Sunday, October 19, after the 9:30 AM service
quing The next meal preparation for Caring for Friends will be Sunday,
BFriends October 19, after worship. We'll be preparing Thanksgiving-style
e meals, including turkey, green beans, and stuffing. Our aim is to have
these meals ready for Thanksgiving so that people can enjoy the
holiday with the gift of a meal. We appreciate your help in advance
and look forward to seeing you there!

Advent Women’s Circle monthly meeting — Tuesday, October 14, 12:00 PM
Bring your own lunch

%5 The Advent Women’s Circle’s mission is to support Advent through the
% 3@% implementation of projects that fill a need. We bring a simple lunch and discuss
% i ideas and plans, all the while enjoying our time spent together with joy and humor.
E? We celebrate birthdays for that month and write greeting cards to members in need

of well-wishes.

_ Blood Drive: Tuesday, October 28, 2:00 PM to 7:00 PM
&\ (RS F ey Harvest Hope Blood Drive will take place at Advent on Tuesday,
BLOOD DONORS ~ October 28th from 2:00 to 7:00. Please consider donating and
MAKE A DIFFERENCE. asking your family, friends and neighbors to join you. All those
participating will receive a $10 e-gift card, and a chance to win one
of three $5000 gift cards.
A sign-up sheet is located in the narthex or sign up online at www.RedCrossBlood.org and
enter sponsor code "adventlutheran" (all lowercase) call 1-800-red-cross or contact Audrey
Savchuck at 215-913-1037.
Please see Audrey if you are able to volunteer - either an hour or two the day of the drive
or to donate treats for our snack table.

-
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THIS WEEK AT ADVENT

SUNDAY, October 12
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 AM  Service of the Word — no Communion
9:30 AM  Service of the Word — no Communion
Sunday School: Children age 4 to grade 6
10:30 AM  Fellowship Time: Open
10:45 AM  Adult Bible Study in the Parlor with George Henry

MONDAY, October 13
6:30 PM  Church Council meeting via Zoom
7:30 PM  A.A. Open Meeting

TUESDAY, October 14
6:30 PM  Ping Pong

WEDNESDAY, October 15
5:30 PM Praise Band rehearsal
6:15 PM  Vocal Choir rehearsal

THURSDAY, October 16
7:00 PM  Zoom Bible Study “Stump the Pastor” with Pastor Matt

FRIDAY, October 17
11:00 AM  Communion Service at Holland Village
7:30 PM  A.A. Step Meeting

SUNDAY, October 19
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 AM  Traditional Service with Holy Communion
9:30 AM  Contemporary Service with Holy Communion
Sunday School: Children age 4 to grade 6
10:30 AM  Fellowship Time: Open
10:45 AM  Caring for Friends meal assembly for Thanksgiving
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