
 SERVICE OF THE WORD 
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

APRIL 7, 2024 
8:00 & 9:30 am 

 

 
We Gather in Jesus’ Name 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

 

Prelude (a time for silent meditation) 
 

Announcements 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
creator of darkness and light, 
word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one  
another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you. 
We have known you but have not always loved you. 
We have wounded one another 
and sinned against you. 
We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in each of us. 
Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. 
Restore us, 
that we might proclaim your good news to all. 
Amen. 
 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
God has spoken: 
The time of grace is now. 
In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 
By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
You are God’s beloved.    Amen. 



 
Gathering Hymn:  
8:00 am Service: “Now, the Green Blade Rises” LBW 148 

1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
 wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
 love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 
 thinking that he would never wake again; 
 laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
 he that for three days in the grave had lain; 
 raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
 your touch can call us back to life again, 
 fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 
9:30 am Service: “Open Our Eyes Lord” 
      Open our eyes Lord 

We want to see Jesus 
To reach out and touch Him 
And say that we love Him 
 
Open our ears Lord 
And Help us to listen 
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 
 

Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 
To reach out and touch Him 
And say that we love Him 
 
Open our ears Lord 
And Help us to listen 
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus 

 
Greetings  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray … Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of 
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen

Readings for Sunday, April 7, Second Sunday of Easter 

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 
    32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great 
power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 
upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses 
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sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. 

 
Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 133 
   1How good and how pleasant it is, 

     when kindred live together in unity! 
2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 
  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.  
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. For there  

              the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore. 

Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 

eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was 
revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the 
Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may 
have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We 
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 
 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there 
is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, 
we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful 
and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 
 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 
   Word of God, Word of Life 
   Thanks be to God 

 
 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
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 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless 
I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 
hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then 
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
    

     P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
     C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day: 8:00 am 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” WOV #649 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 
 I want to follow Jesus. 
 God set the stars to give light to the world. 
 The star of my life is Jesus. 
 
Refrain 
 In him there is no darkness at all. 
 The night and the day are both alike. 
 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
 Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 
2 I want to see the brightness of God. 
 I want to look at Jesus. 
 Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 
 and show me the way to the Father.  Refrain 

 
3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 
 I want to be with Jesus. 
 When we have run with patience the race, 
 we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain 

 
    Hymn of Praise 9:30 “Mighty to Save” 
               Verse 1 

Ev’ryone needs compassion 
Love that's never failing 
Let mercy fall on me 
Ev’ryone needs forgiveness 
The kindness of a Saviour 
The hope of nations 
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              Chorus 
Saviour He can move the mountains 
My God is mighty to save 
He is mighty to save 
Forever Author of salvation 
He rose and conquered the grave 
Jesus conquered the grave 
 

              Verse 2 
So take me as You find me 
All my fears and failures 
Fill my life again 
I give my life to follow 
Ev’rything I believe in 
Now I surrender       Chorus 
 

Shine your light and let the whole world see 
We're singing 
For the glory of the risen King 
Jesus 
Shine your light and let the whole world see 
We're singing 
For the glory of the risen King 
 

Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 
       I believe In the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
Each prayer ends with . . . God of grace, the congregation responds: hear our prayer.   
 
Sharing of the Peace  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The Offering Please leave your offering on our website: https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-
bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9MYPCImH2sG-
jdxWYJMFGW_lQfxkD4hBw8W0Q6UZLveQvLkSxosar2o939JWiAad87o7zqy-
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JU_UuLu19bUbJx2MmPFcXvWIUz6A7FDgkhUKk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn9G3frHWC59Y_VCHQ6_VCo
E=&ver=3  

Thanksgiving for the Word 
Let us pray. 
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 
darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, 
water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of 
life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness through 
the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O 
God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, 
and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all 
who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory forever.  Amen.   

 
Lord’s Prayer  

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.    
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
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OUR MISSION – FAITHFUL IN THE WORD 

+  To gather as God’s people and nurture one another 

+  To know the Word of God  

+  To grow in faith, love, and service 

+  To go into the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ 

Sending Hymn: 8:00 & 9:30 Service.

 
 

Dismissal 
      Go in peace. You are God’s beloved. 
      Thanks be to God 

 
Some content copyright by Augsburg Fortress and used by permission. SundaysandSeasons.com License 

SB151685. 
CCLI License:266554 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                           
 
 
 
 
                                          SERVING OUR LORD IN WORSHIP TODAY 

Worship Leader:                                                         George Henry 
Music Director                       Michael Dettra 
Lay Reader                         8:00 am                               David Elkin                                                      
                                              9:30 am                                  John Flint 

 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS                                           
The Altar Flowers are dedicated by The Ward Family in memory of Dawn Marie Schneider. 
 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE    
Maundy Thursday TOTAL 17     Good Friday TOTAL 16   
Easter Sunday 8:00 am   25          9:30 am 72   TOTAL 97 
 
 
PASTOR MATT ON VACATION APRIL 2 TO APRIL 9 
Pastor Matt will be out of the office for vacation starting on Tuesday, April 2, and returning on Tuesday, 
April 9. Emergency pastoral contact is Pastor Miles Hopgood.  His cell phone number is 859-229-6168.  
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CONTACTING PASTOR MATT 
If you need to speak with Pastor Matt when he is not in the office, particularly in the case of a pastoral 
emergency, please feel free to call his cell phone at 215-859-3778 or email him at pastor@adventrichboro.org.  
If he is not available to take your call, leave a message and he will contact you. 

 
 

PING PONG  
All are welcome to join us for an evening of Ping Pong at the church on Tuesday nights at 
6:30pm. Please call the church 215-355-2529 if you want to give it a try. (It helps to know 
how many tables to set up).  
 
 
PRAISE BAND AND VOCAL CHOIR PRACTICE WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 
Praise Band practices from 6:30 to 7:15 pm, Vocal Choir from 7:15 to 8:00 p.m. Please see 
Mike Dettra for more details.  
 

 

  THURSDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY RESUMING APRIL 11  
  Bible Study will resume at 7:00 pm on Thursdays beginning April 11.  We will continue  
  to study “The Book of Acts”.  We will also continue to meet by Zoom: 
  Topic: Thursday Night Bible Study, 7:00 pm 
  Join Zoom Meeting: Meeting ID: 830 9865 6920 
    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83098656920 

 
MEN’S BREAKFAST SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 8:30 AM                     

We have not made a decision on the menu for April 13. It is different, as Tax Day is upon us. I 
will have to think of something soothing.  Coffee ready at 7:30, breakfast at 8:30                                                       
Dave 

 
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER, SATURDAY, APRIL20, 6:00 TO 8:00 PM 
 

Come to Advent Lutheran Church for a delicious Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner. Pastor 
Matt and his daughter Eva will be preparing his family 's homemade sauce recipe.  
The Strategic Mission Team will introduce a God Sightings project to the congregation. 
The event will take place on the evening of Saturday, April 20, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Proceeds from the free will offering will go to benefit the Warminster Food Bank. Suggested offering is $15 
per adult and $5 for children 12 and under. To go meals will be available. 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION 
There are numerous dates available for 2024 to dedicate flowers to beautify the altar each 
Sunday. Please sign up on the sheet on the table in the narthex with your name and 
dedication. Two bouquets are available each week. The cost is $25 per bouquet. In addition 
to making the altar more beautiful, you take the flowers home after the late service to enjoy 

      during the week. If you have any questions call Cindy Frey at 267-205-0713. 
 

NUEVA CREACION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Please consider supporting our sister congregation, Nueva Creación Lutheran Church, 
which does vital ministry in North Philadelphia.  A sign-up chart is on the table in the 
narthex near the entrance to the sanctuary. 
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DRIVE in AND DROP off FOOD COLLECTION 
If you have food for the Warminster Food Bank that you or your friends would like to 
donate and the church is not open, just drive in and drop off the food under the seat of the 

bench outside the front door. You may still bring food into the church narthex during church and office hours.  
Thank you for helping our neighbors in need.  
 
 

 
 

RECYCLING CAN TABS FOR CHARITY IS A GREAT IDEA! 
Recycling can tabs for charity is a great idea! If you bring them in, we’ll drop them off.  Look for 
marked containers in the narthex, located on the shelf above the coat rack. No cans, please – just 
tabs! The tab collection program began at Ronald McDonald House Charities of the 
Philadelphia Region in 1997. Since the inception of the program, RMHC has collected over 350 

tons of tabs and over $170,000! See RMHCphilly.org. 
 

THIS WEEK AT ADVENT 
 

 
                SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER-APRIL 7 

       SERVICE OF THE WORD 
       Worship Leader:  George Henry   

                                 8:00 am   Service of the Word 
                                 9:30 am    Service of the Word 
                               10:30 am    Fellowship Time: Open 

                       
                                                                      MONDAY, APRIL 8 
                       7:30 pm   A.A. Open Meeting 
 
                                                                         TUESDAY, APRIL 9 
                                                                       6:30 pm   Ping Pong      
                      
                                                                      WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10 
                                                              6:30-7:15 pm   Praise Band Practice 
                                                              7:15-8:00 pm   Vocal choir Practice 
 
                                                                      THURSDAY, APRIL 11 
                                                                        7:00 pm   Book of Acts Bible Study via Zoom  
 
                                                                      FRIDAY, APRIL 12 
                                                                        7:30 pm   A.A. Step Meeting 
 
                                                                          SATURDAY, APRIL 13 
                                                                        8:30 am   Men’s Breakfast 
 
                                                         THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER-APRIL 14 

                                                               8:00 am    Traditional Worship with Holy Communion  
                      9:00 am    Bible study “Book of Acts”   

                                                         with George Henry  
                      9:30 am     Contemporary Worship Service with 
                                          Holy Communion 
                                          Sunday School, age 4 – grade 6 
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                     10:30 am    Fellowship Time: Open                        
 


