SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 5, 2024
9:30 A.M.
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We Gather in Jesus’ Name

Prelude (a time for silent meditation)

Announcements

P:  Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

C:  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!
Thanksgiving for Baptism

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
Gathering Song: “Branches”

1:
I'm here separated apart and torn away, 


Broken branches in need of Your grace


There is no life apart from You


You're here in my failing


Your word makes me pure in my weakness


Your strength is secure


All of my life is found in You

Chorus: You are the vine, we are the branches


I am nothing without You.

It's all for Your glory


All for Your purpose, less of me and more of You

2:  I'm here fully grafted inside of Your love


In ev'ry season Your grace is enough


You are in me as I'm in You


I'm called and appointed showing Your life


I am chosen


A co-heir with Christ


Your word inside me now bearing Your fruit

Chorus

Greeting                
    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

   And also with you.
Prayer of the Day    
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Children’s Sermon

Reading of God’s Word
First Reading: Acts 10:44-48

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

Word of God, Word of Life

Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 98

 1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things,
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
 2O Lord, you have made known your victory,
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
 4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
 5Sing to the Lord with the harp,
  with the harp and the voice of song.
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn
  shout with joy before the king, the Lord.
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
  the world and those who dwell therein.
 8Let the rivers clap their hands,
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth.
 9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness
  and the peoples with equity. 
 Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

Word of God, Word of Life

Thanks be to God.
Gospel: John 15:1-8
P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 15th    Chapter
C: Glory to You, O Lord
Gospel: John 15:9-17
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

 P: The Gospel of the Lord.
 C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Song of Praise: “Be Unto Your Name”

1:    We are a moment You are forever

Lord of the ages God before time

We are a vapor You are eternal

Love everlasting reigning on high

Chorus:  Holy holy Lord God Almighty

Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain

Highest praises honor and glory

Be unto Your name

Be unto Your name

2:   We are the broken You are the healer

Jesus Redeemer mighty to save

You are the love song we'll sing forever

Bowing before You blessing Your name

Chorus

Ending:  Be unto Your name  (REPEAT)

Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the

dead.
       I believe In the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen
Prayers of the Church
(Each prayer ends with ... God of Grace,  . . .  The congregation responds: here our prayer.)
Sharing of the Peace

   The peace of the Lord be with you always.


   And also with you
The Offering Please leave your offering on our website: https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9MYPCImH2sG-jdxWYJMFGW_lQfxkD4hBw8W0Q6UZLveQvLkSxosar2o939JWiAad87o7zqy-JU_UuLu19bUbJx2MmPFcXvWIUz6A7FDgkhUKk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn9G3frHWC59Y_VCHQ6_VCoE=&ver=3


Offertory Prayer     

Let us pray… Jesus, you are the bread of life

and the host of this meal.

Bless these gifts that we have gathered

that all people may know your goodness.

Feed us not only with this holy food

but with hunger for justice and peace.

We pray this in your name.

Amen.
Sacrament

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.  


And also with you.


Lift up your hearts.


We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


It is right to give our thanks and praise.
     Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
  For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.  

    Amen.

Distribution 


    The body of Christ, given to you

    The blood of Christ, shed for you
Prayer After Communion

Let us pray… Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

Amen.
Sending/Blessing

    The Lord bless you and keep you.


The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.


The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
   Amen.

Sending Hymn: “Friends”
1:
Packing up the dreams God planted


In the fertile soil of you


Can't believe the hopes He's granted 


Means a chapter in your life is through

Pre-Chorus: But we'll keep you close as always


It won't even seem you've gone


'Cause our hearts in big and small ways 


Will keep the love that keeps us strong

Chorus: And friends are friends forever


If the Lord's the Lord of them


And a friend will not say never 


'Cause the welcome will not end


Though it's hard to let you go 


In the Father's hands we know


That a lifetime's not too long to live as friends

2:
With the faith and love God's given


Springing from the hope we know


We will pray the joy you'll live in 


Is the strength that now you show.

Pre-Chorus

Chorus

Ending:  No a lifetime's not too long to live as friends

Dismissal 

     
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Tell what God has done.

Thanks be to God.
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SERVING OUR LORD IN WORSHIP TODAY

Pastor: 

The Rev. Matthew E Ollikainen                              

Music Director
Michael Dettra
Worship Assistant
 Jennifer McQuiggan
ALTAR FLOWERS                                          
The Altar Flowers are dedicated by Lynn Roccograndi in loving memory of his mom Elsie, and by Cindy Frey in loving memory of her father Arthur Zimmerman.
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE   
Sunday, April 28 - 8:00 am = 17;   9:30 = 27    S.S. = 5   TOTAL 49  
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Farewell and GodSpeed to Fran

This morning at the 9:30 worship service we will be honoring Fran Zanis' years of service to Advent Lutheran Church both during the worship at the coffee hour afterward.  We are grateful for her dedication to her work and kindness to all whom she encountered while working in the office. We wish her all the best in her retirement!
CONTACTING PASTOR MATT

If you need to speak with Pastor Matt when he is not in the office, particularly in the case of a pastoral emergency, please feel free to call his cell at 215-859-3778 or email him at pastor@adventrichboro.org. If he is not available to take your call, leave a message and he will contact you.
Administrative Assistant Search Team

Church Council has formed a team of three individuals to search for a new Administrative Assistant.  We you would like to have at least one more person on the team from the congregation.  If you feel called to serve in this compacity, please speak with Pastor Matt or Council President Mike Sitler.
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING CHANGE – Please Note!
Due to Mother’s Day being the usual day of the council meeting, it has been changed to Saturday, May 11, at 1:00 pm.

FINANCIAL REPORT
[image: image1.png]Financial Report For March 2024

Rec'vd for March 2024
General Fund $1312213
Mortgage 52,366
Bene. - Synod Only S35
Other Benevolence 5439
Total $15962.13

Recv'd YTD 1/1-3/31/24
General Fund $33,856.89
Mortgage $5,28000
Bene.-Synod Only $13000
Other Benevolence $120000

Total $40,466.89

Budget for March 2024
$17,482.00

$1,898.00

§75

$19,45500

Budget V1D 1/1-3/31/24
§52,446.00

$5,694.00

$225.00

$58,365.00
















Men’s Breakfast

As some of you are aware, Men's Breakfast in May falls the weekend of Mother's Day.  Appropriate cuisine is being discussed by The Board of Directors.  Be assured that we will be done in time so that you will be able to make that required purchase for Mother's Day at the Dollar Store.  Saturday May 11 at 8:30.  Coffee available by 7:30
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PENTECOST 
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We celebrate that we too have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world.
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LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The last day of Sunday School until fall is Sunday, May 19, Pentecost. During the last weeks, the class will be looking at important highlights in the Old Testament.

HONORING GRADUATES

Again, this year, Advent will be honoring our college and high school graduates. If someone you know is graduating this year, forms can be found on the round table in the narthex. You may also send the information by email  or call the church office. Please provide name of graduate, name of the school, any degrees received, and future plans.  More information will be provided later.
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WORLD MUSIC CONCERT 
Join our music director Mike Dettra and his group The Dettra Mental Quartet for a World Music Concert on Friday, June 16, at 7:30 p.m., here at Advent. Invite your friends and bring your children!  Light refreshments will be provided. There is no admission charge.  A free will offering will be taken.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 8/12 - 16

Plans are set for Vacation Bible School at Advent !  Children from age 4 through completion of 6th grade are invited to join the fun on Monday–Friday from 9:00 a.m.–noon on August 12-16. We’ll learn Bible lessons in summertime style! With everyone joining-in for stories, games, songs and crafts, being with friends will make it great, along with snack time and outdoor play.  Please complete the attached registration form and send it to the office by July 15. (See form for details.)

[image: image10.jpg]#‘ellowship

.

Worship



FELLOWSHIP TIME 
Please consider signing up to provide refreshments for Fellowship Time one Sunday morning. Paper products and some beverages are provided by Advent. Thank you.

NUEVA CREACION LUTHERAN CHURCH

Please consider supporting our sister congregation, Nueva Creación Lutheran Church, which does vital ministry in North Philadelphia.  A sign-up chart is on the table in the narthex near the entrance to the sanctuary.

ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATION

There are numerous dates available for 2024 to dedicate flowers to beautify the altar each Sunday. Please sign up on the sheet on the table in the narthex with your name and dedication. Two bouquets are available each week. The cost is $25 per bouquet. In addition to making the altar more beautiful, you take the flowers home after the late service to enjoy all week. If you have any questions call Cindy Frey at 267-205-0713.


PRAYER CHAIN 
On Sundays we add names to the prayer list to pray out loud for those in need. This differs from the prayer chain. On Sundays, we only ask for names without specifics, though God always knows what is in our hearts. For the prayer chain, more specifics can be prayed for (as much as you want to share). These prayers are confidential, known only to the prayer chain members. Each person added is kept on the list for 4 weeks, with the exception of those who need ongoing prayer, which we keep on until circumstances change. If you wish to add a name to the prayer chain, please fill out a yellow prayer card found in the pews or you can call or email Gail Oines at the church office with your request.
DRIVE in AND DROP off FOOD COLLECTION

If you have food for the Warminster Food Pantry that you or your friends would like to donate and the church is not open, just drive in and drop off the food under the seat of the bench outside the front door. You may still bring food into the church narthex during church and office hours. A list of the pantry's most needed items is in the narthex or on the website www.warminsterfoodbank.org.  Thank you for helping our neighbors in need. 

WE WANT YOU               

Advent Lutheran Church wants some new faces/voices helping before and in the services! We want you, in other words. Please consider sharing your gifts with us as an Usher/Greeter, Altar Guild, Lay Reader, or Communion Assistant. Also, if you know a male or female youth who may be interested in being an acolyte, we could use them, too. Please see Pastor Matt or Gail Oines for more information. When you volunteer to help, either Pastor Matt or I will train you on what to do. Written instructions are being worked on. Can’t wait to see all you new faces!
THIS WEEK AT ADVENT

SUNDAY, MAY 5  - SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER


8:00 am
Traditional Worship with Holy Communion 


9:00 am
Bible study with George Henry 


9:30 am
Contemporary Worship Service with Holy Communion 



Farewell and Godspeed to Fran Zanis



Sunday School age 4- grade 6


10:30 am
Fellowship Time: In honor of Fran’s years of service
MONDAY, MAY 6

7:30 pm
A.A. Open Meeting

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8

   6:30 pm

Praise Team – final practice until fall

7:15 pm
Vocal Choir – final practice until fall
FRIDAY, MAY 10


7:30 pm
A.A. Step Meeting
SATURDAY, MAY 11
   8:30 am

Men’s Breakfast

1:00 pm
Church Council May meeting
SUNDAY, MAY 12 - SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

MOTHER’S DAY


8:00 am
Traditional Worship with Holy Communion  

9:00 am
Bible study with George Henry 


9:30 am
Contemporary Worship Service with Holy Communion 



Sunday School age 4- grade 6


10:30 am
Fellowship Time: Gail Oines
OUR MISSION – FAITHFUL IN THE WORD


+  To gather as God’s people and nurture one another


+  To know the Word of God


+  To grow in faith, love, and service


+  To go into the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ










