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MISSION STATEMENT

OUR MISSION - FAITHFUL IN THE WORD

Rev. Matthew E. Ollikainen, pastor

+ To gather as God’s people and nurture one another. 45 Worthington Mill Road
Richboro, PA 18954
215-355-2529

+ To know the Word of God.

+ To grow in faith, love, and service. www.adventrichboro.org

+ To go into the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ. adventlutheranrichboro@gmail.com
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COVID-19 RECOMMENDATIONS
Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church continues to have these precautions:

- Respect for those who choose to mask.

- Respect for those who choose social distance.

- Please stay home if you have any symptoms of illness or have been in close contact with anyone with COVID.
- Worship will continue to be available online.

- Those distributing communion will continue to mask but will no longer wear gloves. Personal communion kits
are available to those who prefer to commune in the pew or at home.

- We will continue to share the peace with hand waves, peace signs and air hugs.
- Our leadership will continue to gauge the situation week by week and will keep the congregation informed of
any adjustment to our precautions.



MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MATT

The Strategic Mission Team (SMT) hosted a Spaghetti Dinner on February 1, where those gathered completed
the Spiritual Giftabilities Inventory. If you were not able to attend the Spaghetti Dinner, please consider taking
the Inventory after the 9:30 a.m. service on Sunday, February 16. The SMT will lead you through the process.
You can also simply pick up a copy of the inventory at church in the narthex, take it on your own, and email a list
of your top five gifts to the church at AdventLutheranRichboro@gmail.com.

Why is taking the Spiritual Giftabilities Inventory so important; what difference does it make?

Taking the inventory is important for three reasons. The first reason is that you have a chance to learn more about

who God is creating you to be. People who have taken the gift inventory have their known gifts affirmed. They

also may discover gifts and abilities within themselves they had not previously recognized. This purpose alone
makes the Spiritual Gifts Inventory worthwhile. The full Christian experience is not just being loved by God. It
is also sharing God’s love with others. It is through our spiritual gifts that we most effectively accomplish this.

The second reason for taking the Spiritual Gifts Inventory is to discover the spiritual gifts with which we as a

congregation are most abundantly blessed. We can then leverage the use of our gifts together to spread God’s love

more profoundly than we can do on our own. You see, the full Christian experience is more than receiving God’s
love. It is even more than sharing God love as an individual, although this is part of it. The full Christian
experience is sharing God’s love through Christian community. Only when we receive and share God’s love as
God’s people together, pooling our spiritual gifts, do we truly become the Body of Christ in the world, performing
miracles.

The third purpose of the Spiritual Gifts Inventory is to help Advent Lutheran in the next steps of the Strategic

Mission Plan. The steps of the Strategic Mission Plan are:
e Spiritual Growth
e What are our Gifts?
e What are the Needs of the Community?
e Where do the Gifts and Needs Intersect?
e What is God Calling us to Do?

We need to know our spiritual gifts to be able to use those gifts to minister to the needs of the community.

Historically, congregations that show a dramatic turnaround discover one or two outreach ministries that pull the
congregation together, giving it new momentum. This type of new ministry involves as many people in the
congregation as possible, utilizing as many spiritual gifts in the congregation as possible. When the Holy Spirit
reveals such a ministry to us through our discernment, it will fill the congregation with excitement and a deeper
sense of purpose. Such a ministry is one of outreach, proclaiming the Gospel in the community where it is most
needed.

The Spiritual Gifts Inventory is vital to Advent and the Strategic Mission Plan. The results of the inventory will
be informing and guiding our congregation for months and years to come. Therefore, if you have not taken the
Spiritual Giftabilities Inventory, please consider doing so.

God’s blessings be with you!

Pastor Matt



FEBRUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

FEBRUARY 2 — PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD FEBRUARY 9 — FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service
with Holy Communion with Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service 9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
with Holy Communion with Holy Communion
Sunday School age 4 - grade 6 Sunday School age 4 - grade 6
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time: George Henry 10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time: Open
10:45 a.m. Bible Study: George Henry 10:45 a.m. Bible Study: George Henry

10:45 a.m. Church Council Meeting

FEBRUARY 16 — SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  FEBRUARY 23 — SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
with Holy Communion with Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service Sunday School age 4 - grade 6
with Holy Communion 10:00 a.m. Fellowship Time: Open
Sunday School age 4- grade 6 10:15 a.m. Annual Congregational Meeting and
10:30 a.m. Fellowship Time: Open First Constitutional Vote

10:45 a.m. Bible Study: George Henry
10:45 a.m. Spiritual Giftabilities Inventory

SERVING IN WORSHIP — FEBRUARY 2025 SCHEDULE

LAY READERS COMMUNION LAY READERS COMMUNION
ASSISTANTS ASSISTANTS
8:00 AM 9:30 AM
2/2 Rose Herbert 2/2 Jennifer McQuiggan
2/9 Dave Elkin Janice Hoffmann 2/9 John Flint Megan Ward
2/16 George Henry 2/16 Gail Oines Kristi Ward
2/23 TBD TBD 2/23  Bruce Eklund Joyce Heiss

ALTAR GUILD: Gail Oines, Joyce Heiss, Jeanne Gryszka
OUR TECH CREW: Pastor Matt, Mike Dettra, Tony Gryszka, Gary Zimmerman
FLOWER DISTRIBUTION: Linda Brownlee, Audrey Savchuck, Nancy Sclight, Rhona Slawter



WORSHIP-RELATED INFORMATION AND OPPORTUNITIES

ONLINE WORSHIP INFORMATION
Worship services may be attended by Zoom and they will also be live streamed on Facebook. A recording of
services will be uploaded to YouTube and linked to our website immediately after the services conclude.

Z.00M INFORMATION
Advent Lutheran Church Traditional Worship 8:00 am service
Time: 8:00 AM
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/1/89195039877? pwd=dnVRTIRGamJQVXNZbENIVDJTTOpnUT09
Meeting ID: 891 9503 9877
Passcode: 443533

Advent Lutheran Church Contemporary Worship 9:30 am service

Time: 9:30 AM

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/;/85405629972?pwd=aGErSFNIbVAvNmMZsQklzWVpTTktIQT09
Meeting ID: 854 0562 9972

Passcode: 506714

While using Zoom, please mute yourself when you are not speaking.
Phone instructions: Call 1-646-558-8656

RESPONDING TO YOUR BAPTISMAL CALL AT WORSHIP SERVICES
You have many opportunities to respond to your Baptismal Call at worship services. Claim God’s grace and
share your gifts as part of the Praise Band or Vocal Choir, as a Lay Reader, Communion Assistant, Acolyte, or
Greeter, or by assisting with set up for services.

CALL FOR PRAISE BAND & VOCAL CHOIR CALL FOR WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

MEMBERS Training is provided for those interested in

Weekly Wednesday Practices serving as Lay Reader, Communion

Please note the new rehearsal times Assistant, Acolyte or  Greeter.
Praise Band - 5:30 to 6:15 pm Volunteers can also assist behind the
Vocal Choir - 6:15 to 7:00 p.m scenes with set up prior to services.

Please see Mike Dettra, Music Director Please see Gail QOines for more

for more details. information.



f)‘. CENTRO NUEVA CREACION

WORSHIP-RELATED INFORMATION & OPPORTUNITIES (continued)

DEDICATIONS FOR SERVICES

MISSION DEDICATIONS ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS
jb The 2025 Mission Dedication sign-up sheet is The 2025 sign-up sheet for Altar Dedications is
E available in the narthex. The Mission available in the narthex. Please sign up on the sheet
—  Dedication donations benefit our sister church, on the table in the narthex with your name and
g Iglesia Luterana Nueva Creacion, which does dedication.
- vital work in North Philadelphia. Please sign up Two bouquets are available for dedication each
;_ on the sheet in the narthex on the table by the week. The cost is $25 per bouquet. Bouquets are
s sanctuary doors. Please include your name and available to take home after the 9:30 a.m. service to
E dedication. Dedications cost $25. You can also enjoy during the week. If you have any questions,
= call the church office to submit your mission please call Cindy Frey at 267-205-0713. Thank you

dedication at 215-355-2529. for helping to beautify the altar!

FELLOWSHIP TIME

%‘rer We need committees or individuals to sign up to provide refreshments after the 9:30 a.m. service.

Worship The sign-up sheet through June is on the fellowship table. Advent supplies hot beverages (i.e.,
coffee & tea) and all paper products.

If you would like to support Fellowship Time but do not have the time or ability to bake or shop for snacks,

please consider donating a few dollars. All the hungry snackers will appreciate it!

LENTEN & HOLY WEEK DATES
| Ash Wednesday — March 5 : !
: Passion Sunday — April 13 ,
’ . Maundy Thursday — April 17 4
Good Friday — April 18

Easter Sunday — April 20

Information regarding Lenten and Easter Services and Events will be available soon.

Please check your email and upcoming bulletins for details.
5



WORSHIP-RELATED INFORMATION & OPPORTUNITIES (continued)

SUNDAY SCHOOL - LESSONS OF GOD’S LOVE

God loves us so much that He sent o 8 We invite students from age 4 through
his son Jesus to live among us and ‘5‘ 5\ “ dy ” grade 6 to participate in Sunday

w g School. Each week, we attend the
GOd Loves @ first part of the 9:30 a.m. worship

to teach us about this amazing :

love. In February, we will learn o

how Jesus reached out to people ,‘ \g service, then proceed to the classroom
everywhere and the lessons of love L 8 YO u ‘. following the children’s sermon.
he shared. We will imagine how we " .}‘ Registration forms are available on the
can share God’s love, too. ’.b tract rack in the foyer or they may be e-mailed

to you. Feel free to contact the church office at 215-
355-2529 with any questions.

PLEASE NOTE: Sunday School will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, February 23, as there will be a single

worship service that day.

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES

SUNDAY IN-PERSON BIBLE STUDY THURSDAY NIGHT ZOOM BIBLE STUDY

Sunday in-person Bible Study with George Henry Bible Study is held Thursdays at 7:00 pm led by
is held on Sundays at 10:45 a.m. in the parlor, Pastor Matt via Zoom. Utilizing the “The Jewish
following Fellowship. Annotated New Testament,” we will delve deep

into Jesus’ times to better understand the Gospel of
Matthew written to a Jewish-Christian audience.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82089110140

BIELE STUDY Meeting ID: 820 8911 0140

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, February 23, following the 9:00 am Service

The Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday, February 23, following the 9:00 am single
service. Please plan to attend so that there is a quorum to be able to conduct the business of the Church. The
meeting will also include the first of two opportunities for the congregation to vote to approve the new
Constitution.

If you are unable to attend the meeting in person, please plan to attend via zoom.

While using Zoom, please mute yourself when you are not speaking.

Congregational Meeting: 10:00 am February 24, 2024 10:00 AM

Join Zoom Meeting ID: 858 5726 3471 - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85857263471
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NEW CONSTITUTION ADOPTION — CONGREGATIONAL VOTE

As laid out in the December 2024 Newsletter, we are continuing the process of adopting a new Constitution
for Advent Church. The next step in the process is for the congregation to vote to approve the Constitution.

+ Two special congregational meetings will be held on February 23, 2025 and March 23, 2025 for the
first and second voting, respectively, to approve the new Constitution. Advent will have a single
worship service at 9:00 a.m. on both of these Sundays. The Zoom link for the meeting on February 23
is included in the Annual Congregational Meeting information on the previous page of this newsletter.

Copies of the old and new Constitutions were emailed to the congregation in December and are also available
as hard copies in the narthex. Please take the time to read both documents to prepare for the vote. Your
involvement is important to creating a living and vibrant constitution that will be used to guide our policies,
procedures and organizational structure for years to come.

Please see Pastor Matt or Council President Mike Sitler if you have questions or would like any additional
information. Thank you in advance for participating in this important part of church governance.

ADVENT COMMUNITY EVENTS

BAPTISM OF KAYCE WELSH
\—5— 0 /g Kayce Welsh was baptized and officially welcomed into the Advent Richboro congregation
: on Sunday, January 12 during the 9:30 a.m. service. Congratulations to Kayce, his parents

~ Christine and Kevin, big brother
Charlie, and the entire Welsh
family!




ADVENT COMMUNITY EVENTS (continued)

INSTALLATION OF NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS
The 2025 Church Council was installed by Pastor Matt at the late service on January 12, 2025 and then
proceeded to its first meeting of the new year after the service.

Returning members Pastor Matt, John Flint, Cindy Frey, Katie Dettra, and Gary Zimmerman were joined by
new members Kristi Ward, Keith Wills, Cime Eklund, and Mike Sitler. The newest members are serving the
first year of a 3-year term on Council.

During the January 12th meeting, Council elected the following individuals to serve in the five officer
positions:

President, Mike Sitler
Vice President, Gary Zimmerman
Secretary, Cime Eklund
Financial Secretary, Cindy Frey
Treasurer, *George Henry

*Will serve as a non-voting member of

Council

Please support our Council members as they work to continue to evolve, develop, and encourage our
congregation’s efforts in “doing God’s work with our hands”. And as always, do not hesitate to connect with
any Council member concerning any questions, thoughts, opportunities, etc. that you may have to advance our
mission work.

We also recognize George Henry, Gail Oines, Jennifer
McQuiggan, and Lynn Roccograndi, whose terms on
Council are finished.

A heartfelt THANK YOU to all of our Council
Members!




ADVENT COMMUNITY EVENTS (continued)

PING PONG — TUESDAY EVENINGS AT 6:30 PM

All are welcome to come and enjoy an evening of Ping Pong at the church on Tuesday nights
at 6:30 p.m. Please call the church 215-355-2529 if you want to give it a try. (It helps to know
how many tables to set up).

MEN’S BREAKFAST - SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 8:30 A.M.

. We are excited and look forward to our Valentine's celebration at breakfast this month.
ITCIT S Our selection of heart shaped pancakes last year was not greeted as well as expected,
DREAKTISL therefore the menu sub-committee is working on alternatives. Breakfast will be on

Saturday, February 8, at 8:30 a.m. Coffee will be available by 7:30.

ADVENT WOMENS CIRCLE — NEW NAME! — NEXT MEETING TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1:00 P.M.

r | The newly rebranded Advent Womens Circle had its monthly
‘ lunch on Tuesday, January 7, at 1 p.m. It was a very
| productive meeting; many ideas were discussed, some of
' which will be implemented in the coming months.

| On Sunday, January 12, the Womens Circle went on an
adventure to the Michener Museum in Doylestown. It was a
wonderful experience. A lot of information was exchanged.
- Those who knew any of the artists shared what they knew.
Everyone enjoyed visiting the Museum.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 11, at
. 1 p.m. For more information or questions, please contact

| Fran Zanis, 267-847-5098.

THE LEIDY MICROSCOPICAL SOCIETY —49™ ANNUAL MICROMOUNT SYMPOSIUM
FRIDAY, MARCH 7 AND SATURDAY, MARCH 8

Celebrating 100 years of Microscopical Magnificence, the Leidy Microscopical Society
will host its 49th Annual Micromount Symposium in Advent’s Narthex.
Friday, March 7, 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 8, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Visitor Fees: $5.00 for Friday and $10.00 for Saturday
Silent Auctions Give-Away Tables Lunch included Saturday with paid admission

There are two great lectures on Saturday:
= “DIVING INTO OLIVINE” by Chris Duerr, Geologist & Philadelphia Mineralogical Society member
= “THE FASCINATING WORLD OF DIATOMS” by Bill Dailey, worldwide collector of Diatoms

VENDORS:
Fee for both days: 6 foot table fee $40.00, 1/2 table fee $25.00
Questions: Email donmcalarnen@outlook.com Phone: 610-584-1364
Make checks payable to: The Leidy Microscopical Society
Mail to: Don McAlarnen, 916 Senator Road, East Norriton, PA 19403




ADVENT COMMUNITY EVENTS (continued)
ADDITIONAL PHOTOS

Top Left: Kayce Welsh’s Baptism  Top Right: Kayce presented to the congregation
Center: Pastor Matt gives Children’s Sermon about Baptism
Bottom Left and Right: Advent Womens Circle Michener Museum Outing
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PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN NEED

At Advent, we actively pray for those in need by name through
the Prayers of Intercession during worship and through the Prayer Chain during the week.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION DURING SERVICES PRAYER CHAIN
To add names of those in need of prayer: The Prayer Chain is a group of volunteers at Advent
«» If you are attending worship in-person, please who pray every day, confidentially, for people
provide the person’s first name to Pastor when added to the Prayer Chain. Names are maintained

he takes names at the beginning of the service.
s If you are worshiping online, please message or

chat the name on Zoom or Facebook live stream To add names to the Prayer Chain:

and we will add the name to the list.

for one month unless asked to be removed earlier.

+» Complete a Prayer Request Card found in the

Because services are available world- ‘ pews of the sanctuary. Please place completed
cards in the offering plate, or

+» Submit names by email directly to Gail Oines
at alcdeacon@yahoo.com

wide through the internet, we use only

baptismal or first names and omit Cl/
0’0 9

surnames. The list of names gathered

for the Prayers of Intercession in jﬁ%}o @ur More information may be provided to the allow

worship are maintained for just that rayer the Prayer Chain volunteers to pray more

day. specifically for the person added to the list

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY

Please keep in your prayers all our service men and women, especially those related to our congregation:

K/

% Colonel Andrew M Frey, Jr., son of Cindy Frey, serving as Commander of the 2¢ Weather Group at
Offutt Airforce Base, Nebraska
¢ Private 1% Class Aidan Hahn, nephew of Marie McCool, serving in Kaiserslautern, Germany

K/

« US Army Ranger Liam McKendry, grandson of Pastor Jo Wright, stationed in Fort Benning, GA

R/

« Sargeant Joseph Vanderstine, grandson of Rhona & Alan Slawter, deployed to Syria

Please contact the church office at 215-355-2529 if you or someone you know has been omitted from the list.

11
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FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS FOR THE WARMINSTER FOOD BANK — UPDATED DONATIONS
The Advent community was incredibly generous in 2024 in your donations of food, gift cards, and money to
the Warminster Food Bank. Below are the totals for 2024, including the updated December totals.
Thank you for your continued support of this important organization and the many people they serve!

. Food Monetary Gift Card
2024 Donation Totals Donations Donations Donations
January 193 Ibs $110 $200
February 58 lbs
March 258 Ibs
April 202 lbs
May 108 1bs
June 150 lbs
July 75 lbs
August 193 Ibs $1555
September 194 Ibs
October 70 Ibs
November 449 1bs
December 254 1bs $130 $1370
2024 Totals 2204 lbs $1795 $1570

DRIVE IN AND DROP OFF FOOD COLLECTION

If you have food for the Warminster Food Bank that you or your friends would like to donate and the church
is not open, just drive in and drop off the food under the seat of the bench outside the front door. You may still
bring food into the church narthex during church and office hours. Most needed items currently include:

Food Items Non-Food Items
Instant Oatmeal, —\/ . Store Gift Cards, Laundry Detergent Pods / or
Cereal, Manwich, \\/ Warminster

[

¢ FoodBank Liquid, Household Cleaning Supplies,
A Vision. A Mission Toothpaste/Toothbrushes/ Oral Care, Toilet Paper,
Paper Towels, and Gently Used Grocery Size

Pasta or Rice

Sides, Ketchup,
Canned Chicken, Green Beans, Beef Stew, Ramen
Noodles, Saltines, Taco Shells, Salsa Paper Bags

@@ RECYCLING CAN TABS FOR RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE CHARITIES

We are collecting can tabs to support the Ronald McDonald House Charities which help alleviate some
financial burdens for families along their child’s healthcare journey. Last year alone, they helped families save
$736 million in lodging and meal expenses.

Tabs can be placed in the marked containers in the narthex, on the shelf above the coat rack.
No cans, please — just tabs!

12
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FINANCIAL REPORT

Contribution Totals

105234.62

19934.93

I149693 F ' I

Jun Jul

May Aug

Financial Report For December 2024

General Fund
Mortgage

Bene. - Synod Only
Other Benevolence
Insurance Settlement
Web Upgrade

Total

General Fund
Mortgage

Bene. - Synod Only
Other Benevolence
Insurance Settlement
Web Upgrade

Total

Rec'vd for Dec 2024

$17,214.58

$4,756

$2,140

$870

$15,207.86

$4,000

$44,188.44

Recv'd YTD 1/1-12/31/24

$148,443.24

$23,309.00

$2,700.00

$6,850.00

$102,704.55

$9,780.00

$293,786.79

[ 2024

2023
44188.44 = b

232[}3 27

Sep Oct Nov Dec

Budget for Dec 2024
$17,482.00
$1,898.00
$75

$19,455.00

Budget YTD 1/1-12/31/24
$209,784.00
$22,776.00
$900.00

$233,460.00

*Funds received from the insurance company due to storm damage to the roof

Thanks to everyone for your continued financial support of the church this year. We greatly appreciate it.

There are numerous ways to continue your offerings.
- Drop off your offering at the church office. The office is typically open on Tuesday, Wednesday, and

Thursday between 9 AM and 2 PM. Call to confirm hours.
- Mail a check to the church. The mailing address is “Advent Lutheran Church, 45 Worthington Mill Road,

Richboro, PA 18954”

- Contribute online at www.adventrichboro.org. At the top of the page, click the “Give Now” link to see

frequently asked questions. At the bottom of the page click the “Give Now” link for our Giving platform.
You may also choose to set up recurring donations or a one-time donation.

Again, thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions concerning your offering please call
Cindy Frey, Financial Secretary 267-205-0713
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FROM THE OFFICE

% OBty

5 Mike Sitler 19 Kali Frey
9 David Frost 24 Stephen Anderson
13 Nicole Shearer 26 John Flint

18 Julianna Ward

Please contact the church office if you or someone you know has been omitted from the list.

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION WITH THE CHURCH OFFICE ‘
Please let the church office know if you have any changes to your contact information, including address, phone,
- and email. Please email or call with your updated information. If you are unsure if your information is correct, |

please reach out. Marie is happy to hear from you and check your information!
Phone: 215-355-2529 Email: AdventLutheranRichboro@gmail.com

DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that Bucks County played a crucial role for the Underground Rallroad and the Abolitionist
Movement during the 18" and 19" centuries? 5 T e

Locations such at the Newtown Theater served as
meeting places for the Abolitionist Movement.
Fredrick Douglas and Lucretia Mott both spoke at the
theater, then known as Newtown Hall.

Several locations in our area served as stops along the
Underground Railroad which provided safe passage
for thousands of escaped slaves. Locally, Hampton
Hill in Richboro (pictured to the right), also known as
the Bennet-Search House, is thought to have harbored
many escaped slaves. The house was added to
the National Register of Historic Places in 1973. Hampton Hill, also known as the Bennett-Search House
Photo credit: National Register of Historic Places
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