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21ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
WORLD COMMUNION &

SEKUCo SUNDAY
Sunday, October 5

8:00 a.m. Traditional Holy Communion
9:15 a.m. “Faith Alive” Holy Communion

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Traditional Holy Communion

22ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday, October 12

8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:15 a.m. “Faith Alive” Holy Communion

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship

Braeden Ritchie Baptism
6:00 p.m. Evangelism Follow-Up Workshop
7:00 p.m. Church Council

PRE-SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, October 15

10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

23RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Guest Preacher, Doug Oines

Sunday, October 19
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:15 a.m. “Faith Alive” Contemporary

Worship
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class

10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship

PRE-SCHOOL PAINT-A PUMPKIN
WITH DAD

Tuesday, October 21
7:00 – 8:00 p.m.

WINE TASTING PARTY
Saturday, October 25

6:00 p.m.(location to be announced)

22nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
REFORMATION SUNDAY

Sunday, October 28
8:00 a.m. Traditional Holy Communion
9:15 a.m. “Faith Alive” Holy Communion

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Traditional Holy Communion

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
Commemoration of the Faithful Departed

Daylight Savings Time Ends
(Set clocks back one hour)

Sunday, November 2
8:00 a.m. Traditional Holy Communion
9:15 a.m. “Faith Alive” Holy Communion

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 a.m. Traditional Holy Communion

The Adventure
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From the Pastor’s Desk . . .

“I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving be made for everyone – for
kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all Godliness and holiness.”

1 Timothy 2:1-2

Many of us are concerned about what has been happening to our nation. We do have a major election
coming up in November that may have profound influences on our lives and country. We have been
invited to join other churches in a month of prayer. Council President Karen Matlack has put together the
following program of prayer for our nation as well as for our state and communities. We encourage you to
start on the first day of October and follow the outline listed with daily prayer leading up to the election on
November 4th. We pray for Godly leaders who will guide our country in ways that are pleasing to God and
that build up our nation and community. We thank Karen for putting this together.

Pray Across America – Advent Lutheran Church’s response to the upcoming National Election
As we prepare for a national election of leaders for our country, it is important that as Christians we have
an obligation to pray for all people. During WWII, Winston Churchill had people in England praying daily
for their country, leaders, and protectors of the British Empire. At Advent, we are asking our members and
friends to pray for the following needs each day from October 1 through the election on November 4th.

Day 1 – Pray for God’s Holy Spirit to pour out on America.

Day 2 – Pray for the President and Vice President that they would be guided by God for all of their
decisions.

Day 3 – Pray for Christian leaders across America, that they would seek God’s heart for wisdom.

Day 4 – Pray for Representatives and Senators that serve in Congress to help us preserve our American
freedoms.

Day 5 – Pray that the Holy Spirit would draw Americans to faith in Christ.

Day 6 – Pray for those who uphold the judicial branch of government (police officers, prosecutors,
defenders, judges, and justices) that they would be wise in judgment and service.

Day 7 – Pray for all churches to deepen their commitment to prayer and to God.

Day 8 – Pray for soldiers, sailors, marines, airmen, and guardsmen of our Armed Forces for protection and
strength.

Day 9 – Pray for the candidates to public office to be moved by God to do what is honorable, just and
moral.

Day 10 – Pray for Christians in small towns across our nation to be prayerful in their choices for the
election so they are not persuaded by the media, but by God.

Day 11 – Pray for a spiritual awakening across the nation for the Gospel to be communicated to all people
regardless of age, race, or background.

Day 12 – Pray for the children and youth of American that God would protect them and fill them with
Godly desires and true hope.

Day 13 – Pray for Americans in rural regions of the country that their voices would be heard during this
election – by God and those in offices.

Day 14 – Pray for the current elected officials from the President down to local officials that they would
have principled leadership.

Day 15 – Pray for God’s kingdom to come and His will be done in your life and your family.
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Day 16 – Pray for Senators and Representatives on the state level, they would use God honoring
discernment in their decisions.

Day 17 – Pray for safety of those living in our community, especially safety from conflict and crime.

Day 18 – Pray for those that protect our freedoms that they would be vigilant and wise.

Day 19 – Pray for genuine conversion of those who have committed crimes, that they may have a
successful rehabilitation.

Day 20 – Pray for all those in the Armed Forces that they would be strong as they protect and defend us.

Day 21 – Pray for those in cities across American that they would be careful in decision making for voting
in this election as our needs may be different but our God is not!

Day 22 – Pray for leaders, churches, and Christians that they would make wise and just decisions.

Day 23 – Pray for teachers, administrators, and school boards that they would be a positive God honoring
influence in the students’ lives.

Day 24 – Pray that the President and Vice President would continue to honor you in their decisions even as
their time in office is closing.

Day 25 – Pray for unity of the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ across America.

Day 26 – Pray that a growing number of people would trust you as Lord and Savior.

Day 27 – Pray for Christians at work, that they demonstrate exemplary ethics and shine as a witness for
Christ.

Day 28 – Pray for those in U.S. locations away from home, that their vote is their voice that will be heard.

Day 29 – Pray for Americans across the country that they have the chance to hear and respond to the
Gospel of Christ.

Day 30 – Pray for new American citizens that they will be moved by God to make the right choice.

Day 31 – Pray for Americans to make the right choice as they prepare for the election.

(November 1) – Pray for officials of the election polls that all would go smoothly as Americans come out to
vote.

(Nov. 2) – Pray for the candidates to have the strength to do what they promise, as well as God’s guidance.

(Nov. 3) – Pray for all voters, first time ones to experienced ones, to vote for whom they build hope.

(Nov. 4) – Pray for protection for all citizens on this Election Day that they are able to vote with the clear
consciousness of God giving them the best choice for the offices.

Continue to pray, even after the November 4th election for our country, our fellow Americans, and for those
newly elected to office, that God’s grace and wisdom would be evident.

Yours in Christ, Pastor Sorcek

WORLD COMMUNION/SEKUCo SUNDAY
Next Sunday, October 5th is World Communion Sunday when we celebrate the worldwide spiritual unity of
all Christians who come to the Lord’s Table. The Southeastern PA Synod is also asking you to prayerfully
considering supporting SEKUCo (Sebastian Kolowa University College),
a university college in the North Eastern Diocese of Tanzania that trains teachers and other professionals to
work with special needs children and adults. In next Sunday’s bulletin you will find a response form that
can be mailed to the synod or you may use the pew envelope. If you use the pew envelope, mark SEKUCo
on it and make any checks payable to Advent Lutheran Church. We will be pleased to forward your
contribution to the synod.
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EVANGELISM WORKSHOP
All members and friends of Advent are invited to
join us for a second workshop on Sunday, October
12, at 6:00 PM as we move forward with our new
outreach effort in the community. This shorter
workshop (90 minutes) will build on the good
work you did when we met on July 20. Some of
you may want to contribute ideas in one or more
of three areas, including External evangelism
(marketing & PR), Internal evangelism (mentoring
& follow-up), and Personal evangelism (telling
your story). This is really important for the future
of Advent. We encourage you to join us. It will
only take 90 minutes of your time.

PASTOR ON VACATION
Pastor Sorcek will be on vacation from Friday -
Thursday, Oct. 17 - 23 attending the Federation of
Fire Chaplains National Conference in Warwick,
RI. If there are any emergencies please contact
parish secretaries Dot Hofer or Gail Oines. On
Sunday, October 19th we are pleased to have
Evangelism Chairman Doug Oines serve as guest
preacher at all 3 services.

REFORMATION SUNDAY
October 26th is Reformation Sunday. We
celebrate the reform of the Medieval Church
initiated by Martin Luther on October 31, 1517
when he nailed “The 95 Theses” to the door of the
Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany. That day
we celebrate our heritage as Lutherans and the
good news of “Justification by Grace through
Faith”. We pray that God will continue to reform
His Church around the centrality of Jesus, of
Scripture, of Grace, and of Faith.

ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY
On All Saints’ Sunday, November 4th we give
thanks for the Communion of Saints, the people of
God of all times and places. We especially
remember in our prayers those who have died in
the Lord in the past year and who have gone to be
with Him in heaven.

PRE-SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE & BOLO
Advent Pre-School will host an open house on
Wednesday, October 15th from 10:00 a.m. –
11:30 a.m. to welcome families of 3-5 year olds
who may wish to enroll. Come see us in action!
Check our website: adventpreschool.org. Also,
be on the lookout for our November jewelry sale
by Premier Designs. Proceeds will benefit

Advent Pre-School.

GIFT OF WARMTH
On November 9th we will have the opportunity to
help our brothers and sisters in Christ become
warmer. With our monetary donations, blankets
and sweaters will be purchased. “Aid for Friends”
continues to care for elderly infirmed shut-ins in
Philadelphia with the help of God’s people.
Thank you for your consideration in this dire need.

Love in Jesus, Dot Aldorasi

CONGRATULATIONS ON BIRTH
Advent expresses its congratulations to Dave and
Michelle (Gryszka) Hopping on the birth of a baby
boy Nolan Beck on August 24th at Abington
Memorial Hospital. May God’s blessings be with
Nolan and his family.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
Advent was pleased to welcome into membership
on September 9th Dennis and Margie Moore.
Dennis is a psychologist in private practice.
Margie is retired after serving for many years as a
pre-school director. They have two adult children
and are received by transfer from the Lutheran
Church of God’s Love in Newtown. The Moore’s
reside in Newtown. For a complete address and
phone number, please contact the church office or
check the new directory.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Please remember in your prayers the following
Advent member and friends who are ill, hurting or
homebound.
Jim Caldwell at home
Jennie Davis at home
Jerry Diefenbach at home
Jerry Gugger recovering after surgery
Janet Manco recovering after surgery
Fred Morley recovering after surgery
Bill Nagle recovering after surgery
Kathy Sitler recovering after knee surgery
Victims of Hurricanes and Natural Disasters

LOST AND FOUND
The bin under the coat rack in the narthex labeled
“Lost & Found” contains many items that have
been left for quite awhile. There are also several
coats hanging above the bin. Please check the
articles and take them if they are yours. We will
be giving away the articles at the beginning of
November if they are not claimed.
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WITH SYMPATHY
Advent expresses its sympathy to the following
members who have recently lost loved ones:

To Cindy and Andy Frey and family on the
death of Cindy’s uncle Walter Schenk

To Lisa and Mark Frey and family on the
death of Lisa’s stepfather Bill Davis

To Hanna McCollum on the death of friend
Bill Harrison

To Tom and Jen McQuiggan and family on the
death of Tom’s mother Janet McQuiggan

To Art Ruth and family on the death of Art’s
wife Janet

May God’s blessings of comfort and peace be
with each of these families in their time of loss.

MEETING WITH THE BISHOP
I had the pleasure of participating in the

Southeastern PA Synod meeting of Council
Presidents and Vice Presidents and Bishop Burkat.
Dr. Kelly Fryer was our guest speaker and her
presentation focused on themes from her newest
book, Reclaiming the E word: Waking Up to Our
Evangelical Identity.

Bishop Burkat kicked the session off by
sharing a story of a trip abroad prior to becoming a
Bishop where she was engaged in a conversation
with a young man who was going to school to
become a physical therapist. This young man
asked the Bishop what she did for a living and she
replied that she was responsible for starting
churches. The young man replied that he was not
in need of church and had no use for it. The
Bishop asked the audience how we would respond
and several of us provided a response. The
Bishop's point was to get us thinking what our
response would be to this opportunity to provide
witness of our faith. This of course as many of us
at Advent know goes hand-in-hand with Ted
Siek's Adult Class regarding our preparedness to
give witness when the occasion arises. The
Bishop's response in summary is that we all
require forgiveness and thus we all need faith.

Dr. Fryer encouraged us to ask purposeful
questions and use a participative process to help
others share their faith. This is also something that
we are encouraging at Advent with our various
ministries to include prison ministries. Kelly
divided us into groups and asked each group to list
the holiest thing that had occurred at our church
since we were last together. She then asked us to

list the top 3 things that we need to occur at our
church to keep us focused and the top three
obstacles that are preventing these events from
occurring. We then narrowed the lists from the
various groups down to one list each. Dr. Kelly
will be sharing the final two lists soon.

A hand-out item was a blue rubber bracelet
with the words inscribed, "God has a plan" on one
side and on the other side the words, "you are it".
Dr. Fryer advised that her group provides a Free
Webinar every 4th Tuesday at 8 PM at
www.arenewalenterprise.com. Jim McGuffey

“JOURNEY BACK TO FAITH”
Some 40 persons were present on Sunday,
September 21st to hear mission developer Peter
Amerman and his wife Sue speak about the
changing context of mission and how to do
relationship Evangelism. It was an excellent
program and we thank Christian Education
Chairman Ted Siek and Evangelism Chairman
Doug Oines for helping to coordinate the event.
Our thanks also to Jan Hoffmann who arranged
the dinner and to Karen Matlack and Carolyn
Morrison for arranging for sandwiches and to all
who brought baked goods. We also thank Dave
Hopping for his comic relief and Jamie and the
Praise Team for providing music. It was an
excellent time of fellowship and learning.

THANK YOU
Advent expresses its thanks to the following:

To Kathy Sitler for volunteering to help input
the massive data for our new membership
program. If you have not yet filled out a
membership information form, please pick one up
from the table in the narthex or contact the church
office.

To Joe Calla and Jim McGuffey for painting
the classrooms off the fellowship hall. It is much
appreciated.

NEWSLETTER RETRIEVAL
Please remember that you can receive your
newsletter also either by e-mail or by accessing
Advent’s website. This allows quicker reception
of your newsletter, plus the ability to only print
out the pages or announcements that you want. E-
mail the office at office@adventrichboro.org and
let us know how you want to receive it. We do
remind you when the newsletter is posted to the
web if that is how you prefer to receive it.
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PRISON MINISTRY
If the United States leads the world in

incarceration then Philadelphia leads the US and
we have a higher per cent of inmates than any
other area (3 1/2 times more than NY City),
causing us to spend $230 million annually on
prisons or $30,000 an inmate. These statistics are
taken from Mother of Mary Captives, a Christian
based prison ministry. It is my personal opinion
that white collar criminals who very seldom spend
a day in jail cause far more damage to society than
the vast majority of prisoners being contained for
drug abuse at a huge expense to society.

The Philadelphia Criminal Division heard
about 15,000 felony case last year with 80% for
drug abuse charges. Prison business is a booming
business here and it's not hard to figure out the
reasons. 30% lack a high school education and
jobs are hard to come by while drug dealing
requires no resume and pays well.

The most exciting thing that I have heard in a
long time that sounds promising for the
Philadelphia area is Mayor Nutter's election to
office and subsequently appointing Ronald Cuie,
an ex offender to a position to make a difference
in understanding and directing resources to
examine a deep rooted problem. The Nutter
administration is dealing with a corrections system
that is outdated, over crowded and exists to punish
rather than rehabilitate. Rehabilitation is
impossible when cells are overcrowded and poor
conditions exist.

At one time my attitude was like most, "to
hell with them, they deserve what they get" but as
I examined the problem in detail I discovered that
this attitude will never contribute towards
resolving the issue and the issue will only continue
to grow and dig deeper into our personal pockets
via the tax system. I also realized as I matured in
Christ that a more thorough understanding of the
issues were required.

What can the church community do to assist
with this growing problem that will soon cut even
deeper into taxpayers dollars? 1) Pray for the
victims, the families of the victims and the
families of those who committed the crimes and
we can pray for the inmates that they will find
Christ while institutionalized. 2) Write Congress
and share our concerns and suggestions which
require examination of the deep rooted social and
economic causes and action necessary to fix these

issues. 3) If so inclined we can become involved
in this unique ministry by visiting inmates through
the various prison ministry organizations.

Jim McGuffey, Social Ministry Chair Person

VOLUNTEER NEEDED
A person is needed to fill the position of Church
Treasurer beginning in the new year. The duties
of the treasurer include paying the bills, keeping
the bank accounts, etc. Our current treasurer Bill
Pearson will be stepping down. If you are
interested, please call the church office or see
Pastor Sorcek. Thank you.

SIMPLY GIVING PROGRAM
In 2001, some members of Advent indicated

that they would like the convenience of
contributing their offerings by using a system of
automatic withdrawal from their bank accounts
(electronic transfer).

Through a program first offered by Lutheran
Brotherhood, the opportunity and convenience of
automatic withdrawal has been available for our
congregation, free of charge. Several members
signed up for the program at its inception. During
Advent’s stewardship programs each November,
others joined them. We are gratified that some
have chosen this safe, consistent way of giving.

Lutheran Brotherhood called this program
Simply Giving – an opportunity to conveniently,
consistently and joyfully use appropriate
technology to apply our resources for
accomplishing the Great Commission through
Advent Lutheran Church. The Simply Giving
program is now administered through Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans, successor to Lutheran
Brotherhood and Aid Association for Lutherans.
If you decide to implement your giving plan
through Simply Giving, you will need a Member
Authorization form. Instructions for completing
the form are printed on it. After completing the
form, enclose it in a sealed envelope and return to
the office addressed to the Financial Secretary.

If you are interested in this program for 2009
or have any questions, please contact Janice
Hoffmann (215-357-7494) or see her between
services on November 9, 2008.

The Finance/Stewardship Committee
INCOME – 8/08 Received Budgeted
General Fund $17,433 $19,067
Mortgage Fund 5,119 5,443
Benev. (Noss, etc.), $80 Mem. Fund, $105
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO LUTHERAN MAGAZINES

We would like to see every home receiving Lutheran literature, in addition to whatever other periodicals that
you are receiving. Because Advent, as a Biblical and Confessional Lutheran church, has a pan-Lutheran
membership, we are providing the opportunity for you to subscribe to either or both of several Lutheran
publications. Please have payment to us by Sunday, October 19th.

THE LUTHERAN - is the official magazine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), with
which we are affiliated. It is issued monthly and includes articles of general interest, current religious news,
and information about the ELCA. Cost for 2009 is $16.00 per subscription.

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS - is the official magazine of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LC-MS),
with which many of our members have a background. It is issued monthly and includes articles of general
interest, devotional articles, and information about the LC-MS. Special features include a monthly Bible
Study and section on family counseling. Cost for 2009 is $16.00 per subscription.

_____ Yes, I would like to subscribe to The Lutheran magazine which is issued monthly at a cost of $16.00 per
subscription for the year 2009.

_____ Yes, I would like to subscribe to The Lutheran Witness magazine which is issued monthly at a cost of
$16.00 per subscription for the year 2009.

____ Yes, I would like to subscribe to both The Lutheran and The Lutheran Witness at a cost of $32.00 for
both magazines.

Please make checks payable to Advent Lutheran Church and return with this form on or before October 19th

to the church office or place in the offering plate.

NAME _____________________________________

ADDRESS __________________________________

_____________________________________________ (Please include nine digit zip code if known)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

Sunday, November 2nd is All Saints Sunday. We will celebrate a service of Holy Communion and will
especially remember family and friends who in the last year have died in the Lord. If you have someone you
wish included in our prayers, please return this form to the church office or you may place it in the offering
plate no later than Sunday, October 26th.

Name of deceased_____________________________________________________

Relation of deceased to you_____________________________________________
(e.g. father, daughter, cousin, friend, etc.)
____________________________________________________________________

Your Name___________________________________________________________


